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Alvis Owner Club returns to celebrate 
marque founders home Town.

Over the weekend of 21/22nd June, the Alvis Owner Club (AOC) made good on a promise made at the 
club’s 57th International Alvis Day held in the Cardiff area when AOC President, Edgar Shields accepted an 
invitation to attend the 200th Anniversary of Pembroke Dock in 2014 from the then Pembroke Dock Mayor 
Peter Kraus. 
Pembroke Dock has a significant part in the whole Alvis story in that Alvis founder Thomas George John 
was born at 6, Church Street, Pembroke Dock on 18th November 1880 and begun his engineering career by  
accepting an Apprenticeship in the Royal Dockyard.
Whilst John’s career took him through various shipyards and into the Aero Engine industry during the First 

Thomas George John, an apprentice at Pembroke Dock at the start of the 20th 
Century went on to found the Alvis Car Company building iconic cars, armoured 
fighting vehicles and aero engines. 
The engineering and management skills learned in the dockyard launched his 
career, whilst his local connections served to find investors in his Coventry based 
company; Alvis.

World War, he founded the Alvis 
Company using significant investment 
from people he knew in the Pembroke 
Dock area.
A study of the list of debenture holders 
in 1924 reveals that a considerable 
amount of capital had been contributed 
by individuals living in or near 
Pembroke. 
No doubt the driving force behind 
the ‘Pembroke shareholders’ was T G 
John’s brother-in-law, William Rees, 
an entrepreneur who had developed 
a number of business interests in the 
Pembroke Dock area including a 
bakery and fishing trawlers, and as a 
result had many business contacts. It is 
apparent that, apart from investing, he 
was influential in persuading a number 
of his neighbours, (including inter alia 
two drapers, two confectioners and a 
fish dealer), to invest in Alvis.
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The prototype for the Alvis TD21, registered 9 VMG was 
displayed by owner Giacomo Olivieri and his wife Elisabetta who 
had flown in from Ticino Switzerland, the car having already been 
in the UK at the well known Alvis restorers, Fisher Restorations.

AOC Welsh Section Secretary John Hay presents Pembroke Dock 
Mayor Cllr Pam George with a Display Panel covering T G John 
and his life’s work for Display in the Town. The handover was 

watched by William Rees MBE and his Grand Daughter Shannon 
Harris, William being Great Nephews of TG Johns, his Grand 

Father William Rees being one of Alvis original investors.

The Pembroke Dock Alvis connection does 
not end there. With the run down and eventual 
closure in 1929 of the Royal Naval Dockyard, 
many skilled craftsmen moved to Alvis from the 
Pembroke Dock area.
This trade in labour continued on until at least 
the 1940s where young men from Pembroke 
Dock were able to obtain Apprenticeships in 
distant Coventry.
As a part of a year of activities, the AOC’s 
contribution was to display some 12 cars in the 
groups at the Pembroke Dock Heritage Centre, 
situated at the Georgian Dockyard Chapel.
The cars were not the only links to Alvis on the 
day. 
William Rees MBE the Great Nephew of T G 
Johns and Grandson of Alvis Investor William 
Rees was present and showed the papers between 
his Great Uncle and Grandfather concerning the 
conduct of the Business in the 1920s. Times were 
obviously hard in setting up the Company and 
Rees stated that on one occasion when visiting 
the Town, John was pursued by angry investors 
looking for the return of their money.
Simultaneously to William Rees visiting the 
cars, a former Alvis Apprentice, John Neil,  was 
one of those who moved to Coventry in 1945 to 
take up an Apprenticeship attended and looked 
over the cars. He worked on most of the Post 
wars cars and then the Alvis series of Leonides 
Aero Engines.
The most significant car on display was the 
TD21 prototype registered 9 VMG. It has had 
a number of incarnations, starting life as one of 
the cars in the short run of Willowbrook TC108G 
before being rebuilt by Graber as the prototype 
for the TD21. Visually, it appears to be the later 
Series II car, with the light inset into the front of the body, rather than being externally mounted as independent 
spot lamps. 
The car was displayed by its proud owner Giacomo Olivieri accompanied by his wife Elisabetta who had 
flown in from their home in Ticino Switzerland, the car having already been in the UK at the well known Alvis 
restorers, Fisher Restorations. 
The day closed with a presentation of a Poster celebrating the life of T G John to the Town and a gathering 
at 6, Church Street, Pembroke Dock where John was born on 18th November 1880. A fact that is today 
commemorated by a Blue Plaque.
The final words should go to one of John’s closest associates who wrote of him as:

‘outstanding in his determination, foresight and business courage. It was he who laid the foundations 
of every activity in which the Alvis Company was subsequently engaged. Without his contribution, it 
would have ceased to exist long ago.’
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About the Alvis Owners Club. Founded in 1951, the AOC caters for owners of all Alvis cars, even including military vehicles! 
You do not have to be an owner to join, associate members are welcome. Often associate members are those who join intending to 

buy an Alvis, seeking advice and access to cars for sale by Club members.
The club is a friendly open place orientated both to the pleasures of Alvis Ownership, but also the Social sides of ownership.

The AOC Maintains a web presence at http://www.alvisoc.org, it also maintains a 
Facebook presence owning the group Pages Alvis Owner Club.

The full size versions of these pictures can be found 
at the links given below and are available for use in 

conjunction with this press release. Alternatively contact 
the AOC PRO on alvisoc.pro@gmail.com/ 07894 993451

https://dl.dropboxusercontent.com/u/34588797/AOC 
PRO/Pembroke/21Jun2014_6868.JPG

https://dl.dropboxusercontent.com/u/34588797/AOC 
PRO/Pembroke/22Jun2014_6558.JPG

https://dl.dropboxusercontent.com/u/34588797/AOC 
PRO/Pembroke/22Jun2014_6744.JPG

https://dl.dropboxusercontent.com/u/34588797/AOC 
PRO/Pembroke/22Jun2014_6757.JPG

https://dl.dropboxusercontent.com/u/34588797/AOC 
PRO/Pembroke/T_G_John.jpg

Further pictures from the day may be found at:

https://flic.kr/s/aHsjZ3JjXG

Alvis and Pembroke Dock connections were common, rear centre, 
William Rees MBE and his Grand Daughter Shannon Harris 

middle left are descendants of some of the original investors in 
Alvis. William being the Great Nephews of TG Johns, his Grand 
Father William Rees being one of Alvis original investors. Whilst 

centre right, John Neil left home in 1945 to start an Apprenticeship 
at Alvis, John being seen here with his wife who is at the centre of 

the picture


