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RED TRIANGLE 
AUTOSERVICES LIMITED 

Common Lane, Kenilworth, 
Warwickshire 

Telephone Kenilworth 57303 
Have taken over the entire stock of spares 
from Alvis Ltd. Coventry. 

With the approval of Alvis Ltd. they will 
continue to provide Spares and Servicing 
Facilities for ail Alvis Owners. 

PLEASE CONTACT: 

MR. DAVID MICHIE, Managing Director 
(formerly A/vis Service Manager) 

or 
MR. ROlAI\ID SIMMONS 

(formerly A/vis Service Engineer) 

WE SPECIALISE IN MECHANICAL 

OVERHAULS AND TUNING ON 

ALL MODELS 

GOOD SPARES SERVICE AND 

SALES OF SECOND HAND VEHICLES 

CONTACT D. W. KITCHENER . D. G. T. RUSSELL 

VINTAGE RACING CARS NORTHAM PTON LTD. 
DERBY RQAD GARAGE NORTHAMPTON . TELEPHONE : - 32154 
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INSTRUCTION MANUALS AND PHOTOGRAPH ALBUMS 

(These may be borrowed by MEMBERS ONLY against a deposit, by cheque payable to A. O. C. 
which will be returned when the Manual AlbJJrn Î$.-returned. Please send seperate chèqu-e~ or P.O. 
to cover postage) 
Manuals (Deposit E3, postage 31-) : N. Whitton, 185 Wimbledon Park Road, London, S.W.18. 
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R. A. C. Associated Member
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Badges and back Bulletins: 

Stoke-on-Trent. 
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Membership Secretary (see above) 

(Car BadgesJ:1.10.0 ; Brooch and Button-hole Badges 51- Ties 1.1.0; Transfers 2/6d; Key Rings 61-; 
back Bulletins 1/6d. each). 

IMPORTANT NOTICES 

Ali material for the Bulletin must reach the Editor by the 15th of each month for 
inclusion in the following issue. Advertisements to reach the Editor by the 25th 
(THESE CANNOT BE ACCEPTED OVER THE TELEPHONE). Ali remittances 
should be made payable to the "ALVIS OWNER CLUB" and not to individuals. 

CHAIRMAN'S NOTES 
1 am sure aIl members will be delighted to learn that Ken Day accept 

ed the appointment of President at our recent Annual General Meeting. 
Tributes were paid ta Ken in an earlier issue, but if 1 could just say how 
please d 1 am to see Ken's name featuring prominently at the head of the 
Club's offici a ls once again. 

John Brownbridge vepy gracDously agreed to stand down and 1 would 
like to publicly say thank you to John for aIl the work and effort he has 
put in for the good of the Clu b as a Northern Section member, as Club 
Chairman and latterly as our President. John is at present Mayor of Keigh
l e y and 1 know that he has had a very busy year but this has not prevented 
him from keeping in touch and journeying down t o Coventry or London when
ever the need arose. 

Tour of Britain 
1 am sure Brian will have monopolised the Bulletin this month with 

full details of the Tour of Britain, stopping-off p o ints, parties, dances, 
cavalcades, concours d'elegance, as weil as the final arrangements b e ing 
made in Coventry. It Just leaves me t o ask you to show the flag by travell
ing to London on Sunday, 31st May to join the Tour at the sta rt point 
even if only ta make an avenue of Alvis cars for the Tour members to drive 
through. 

We would like to have a cavalcade of sorne one hundred or so Alvis 
cars leaving London on that memorial Sunday morning so why not make a n 
effort ta jain us. 

Se ction Alvis Days 
May 1 remind you that a Il Alvis memb ers will be made extremely wel

come at Northern, Midland and Scottish Alvis Days. Entry forms for both 
Northern and Midland will probably be include d ~ith this Bulletin and 
Section Secretari es would welcome your s upport. 

Mi dland Sprint 
1 am informe d by Ra lph Good that the Midl a nd Sprint will b e hel d a t 

Gaydon, Warwickshire on Sunday, 20th September with a 9.30 a.m. s t a rt. 
Please not e this date in your diary. Full det a ils will a ppea r in a 

later issue of the Bulletin. E.P . OAKMAN. 

MIDLAND ALVIS DAY = 5th July 1970 
AlI members will find enclosed regulations and entry forms for this 

event and l do hope that you will aIl give us your support. Remember this 
is our Jubilee Year and it would be befitting to the Alvis Works if large 
numbers of cars turned up for this event. 

Those who have participated in previ ous years know what an enjoyable 
day it is and t hose who have not participated are missing a great deal of 
fun, excitement a nd a wonderful day, for not only Alvis owners but for 
their wives and children, 80 please come and join us. 

Lunch will be available at a A:1.0.0. per head and those requiring 
lunch will you please l e t me know by the 29th ~tay so reservations can be 
made. Please complete the forms and enclose your remittance. 

1 look forward to secing you aIL and 1 am sure we shall aIL have a 
very good time. - M.J . Cummins, Woodrow House , Woodrow, Chaddesley Corbett, 
Wores. Tel. Chaddesley Corbett 309. 



Dear Member, TO ALL M EMBERS FROM K.R.DAY 
It has given me great pleasure to accept the invitation to become 

your next President ~ollowing my retirement as General Secretary last 
year. The honour which you have done me will enable me to continue to 
work for the Club, the success of which has been such a close interest of 
mine for many years. 1 also look forward to travelling around the country 
to meet as many of you as possible. 

As the first President to take office since production of the Alvis 
car ceased it is obvious that the Club ' s position has changed." Fortunate
ly, we are among the largest one make Clubs and every owner is aware of 
the fine services available from Red Triangle Autoservices Ltd. and from 
our two Spares Registrars. Thanks to these organisations we are assured 
of spares and ser vice but there is an undeniable trend towards reduced 
use of cars by members. Sorne restorations look as though they are going 
on for ever and too Many member~ travel ta Club events in makes other 
than Alvis. We must keep the Alvis name in front of the motoring public 
and a weil turned-out car in use do es more to achieve this end than any 
other form of publicity. 

It is estimated that there are sorne 4,000 Alvis cars in existence 
and few pre-war ones will not be found in the A.O.C. or Register. It is 
essential that we encourage owners of post-war cars to join the A. O.C. 
and ta maintain their vehicles with the same enthusiasm as owners of pre
war cars. 1 appeal to aIl members who may have suggestions as to how the 
A.O.C. can be made more attractive to these owners" to get in touch with 
me. (31 Pennington Drive, Oatlands Chase, Weybridge, Surrey. Tel . Walton
on-Thames 25925). 

Members are giving fine support to the Tour of Britain which Brian 
Ledwith and his team are organising, with 155 cars participating at the 
last count. We do need maximum s upport at the start in London and the 
finish in Coventry. Please resolve ta attend these two occasions when we 
shall be very much on show to the general public. The start in London will 
be the scene of the largest gathering of Alvi s cars in the capital ever 
and 1 appeal to you for your support. 

1 should like to write a few words of appreciation about three 
OfficiaIs who have retired during the past months . 

John Brownbridge , number 53 on our register of members was one of 
that small band who kept the Club going in the early 1950's . John's Speed 
20 never missed an event and was almost certainly the only pre-war Alvis 
ta compete in autocross meet ings,. Ten years ago J ahn becarne our Chairman 
and for the last seven has been President. Besides running his own 
business he took a c l ose interest in public affairs and is now Mayor of 
Keighley . He becomes a Past President of the Club and when his arduous 
mayoral duties cease we hope to see more of him and to learn again of the 
act i vities of that notorious Alvis owner known to us aI l as Sam. 1 shal l 
always be grateful to John for his wi se advice and support in times of 
difficulty. 

Ray Spain, who re.tired last year from the Office of Bulletin Edi tor, 
gave an enormous amount of time and effort to the Club and many members 
owe him a considerable debt for the effort he gave as Technical Editor 
(Pre- War Cars) in answering their' queries. Based on his very considerable 
experience in rebuilding Alvis cars he wrote a Repair Manual which is in
valuable for those undertaking restorations . As Bulletin Editor from 
July 1963 to J uly 1969 he contributed numerous technical articles and, 
with myself, went through several bulletin production upheavals when it 
became necessary to change printers or format. In the early days of the 
Club he was an active South Eastern Section Competition and Event organiser. 
1 al ways sighed a considerable sigh of relief when he accepted responsi
bility on the organisation of the driving tests at National Alvis Day. The 
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NEW MEMBERS 

We welcome the fo llowing new members:-

Year & Engine Chassis 
" Name Address Mode1 No . No. 
Ostensson,Jarl Stationsgatan. :4 1

, ~1091 1936 
4154 (OS) Langhem, Sweden. 3! litre 13547 13105 
Heath ,A.S.P . The Hollies , 1938 
4155 (M) Thrussi~gton, Leics . Sp.25 15062 14578 

Pawson,'W. ''Walney'', Trent Road, 1937 
4156 (N) Foulridge, Nr.CoIne, Cst. 

Lanes. Eagle 14167 13747 

Robertson ,T.F. Cowley Moor House , 1949 
4157(SW) Tiverton, Devon. TA14 
Casey ,P.A. 114 Hastings Road , 1964 
4158 (SE) Bromley ~ Kent. TE21 27099 27099 
'Woodhouse,A .F . 3 Park Crescent, 1955 
4159 (SE) Chatham , Kent. TC21 25773 25773 
Silver,L.M. 14 Westmore Drive, mll 1964 
4160 (SE) Hill, London.N.W.7. TE21 27167 27167 
Gardner,E. "Bramley", Churehover, 1959 
4161 (M) Rugby, Warks. TD21 26135 26135 
Wilkinson, D. C. Buttereombe Farm, West 1948 
4162 (SW) Down , Ilfracombe,Devon. TA14 22565 22565 
Reynolds,J .R. 92 Lincoln Road, 
4163 (M) Peterborough. 
Storsveen,S. Slalornvn 52, 1350 Lonune- 1938 
4164 (OS) dalen, Norway. SC Tourer 
Davies ,G.B. 56 Park Road, 'Werring- 1950 
4165 (~1) ton ,Stoke-on-Trent . TA14 23687 23687 
Sutton,C .J. The Stabl e Cottage, 1954 
41(;6 (SE) Sibton Park, Saxmundham , TC21/1 00 

Suffolk. 25689 25689 
Harding ,L . 102, Baverstock Road , 1936 
4167 (M) Druids Heath , 3!-

Birmingham. 14. litre 13586 13135 
Williams,G.F. 207,Jockey Road, Sutton 1954 
4168 (M) Co1dfield , Warks". TC21/100 

25555 25555 
Nag1e,I. 22 Hunton Road, 1951 
4169 (M) Erdington , Birmingham . 23.TA21 23950 23950 

ENJOYED THIS ISSUE 

? 
It will be the last one you 'lI receive - unless you have renewed your 

SUBSCRIPTION ! 
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Reg.No. & 
Ctwork 
P7OïOO 
Bertelli 
EYF938 
Cross&Ellis 
Tourer 

CRO 689 
Mayfair 
Limosine 

AVC5600 
P.Ward Salo 
HRG341 
G.Lady SaI. 
CGJ 777 B 
P.Ward SaI. 
90 FlY 
P.Ward SaI. 
JOF198 
Drophead 

TRF 898 
SaI. 4-door 
RBJ 504 
Saloon 

CWB 305 
Saloon 

OYE 806 
G. Lady SaI. 
JKW 90 
Saloon 



FROM R.GORDON, of 134 Taikata Road, Te Atatu, Auckland, New Zealand. 
As far as 1 can ascertain 1 am the proud owner of the only Alvis 

Firebird in New Zealand, Car No. 17945, Engine No. 13333, Chassis No. 
12884. 

It was first owned and presumably imported by The Hon. Mrs.P .A. 
Bulter (or Butter) in 1939. Unfortunately the previous owners to myself 
have removed and disposed of aIl the door panels, also there has been a 
truly non original dash installed which 1 would like to replace with a 
genuine Firebird styling. Other than the aforementioned and two gauges 
namely fuel and water tempo the car is quite comple te. 

If it is at aIl possible 1 would be grateful if anyone could send me 
some ph61.0graphs or description of the door panéls and dash lay-out in the 
original style, also the bumper on the rear if there ever was one on the 
Firebird. 

FROM IAN CROSSLAND of WALSALL, STAFFS. 
Being the proud, if impoverished owner of a 1935 Firebird, Cross & 

Ellis saloon, in as fine concours condition as a combination of daily use 
and a teacher's salary will allow, _ay 1 point out the neglect felt, not 
only by myself, but 1 would imagine by aIl Firebird owners. Other than an 
article on Tuning a Firebird engine 1 cannot recall within the past year 
or two any information or articles, let alone photographs of this "po or
man's" Alvis. 

As regards ·the Firebird in the Alvis heirarchy one begins to wonder 
if it warrants the noble red-triangle on its r adiator shelll Having once 
in a fit of financial depression contemplated selling my "raison d'etre" 
l was appalled tu receive offers, sorne from club members, in the region 
of L75-L125 • How the mighty have fallenl To see the revered Red Triangle 
in the same price range as the pre-war Austin 7 or Morris Jrtinore The 
usual comment being - Ifl wouldn' t pay more than that for a Firebird., •• e 

for a Speed 20-25 yes ••••• a Firebird •.•.• nol" 
Yet in rarity value alone, in the Midlands area, where 1 live, the 

Firebird as a thorough-bred Alvis has one up on the Sp.20's, 25's, TA14's, 
etc. etc. 

Read ing the new memb ers lists one sees inumerable of these but hardly 
ever a Firebird, while on attending meetings the only oth~r one 1 have 
seen is Mr.Bob Mummeryts blue sports version from Birmingham. 

1 would be interested to know how many Firebirds still running are 
registered wi th the Club, and a1so,. if anyone would be interested in taking 
a scrap, but complet~, 1933 Silver· Eagle with loads of spares, off my 
hands. 
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loss of his services is a very considerable blow to the Club. 
Jock Stephen has been a well known Club figure for almost twenty 

years and must have covered a greater number of racing miles in an Alvis 
than any other person since the war. He has done so much ln the Club that 
one is staggered to find he had time to go to work as weIll For Many 
years ne carried ou~ the very time consuming work involved in dealing 
with members' RAC rnernberships and has just handed over as South-Eastern 
Section Chairma" and Technical Editor (Post-War Cars). For several years 
he has run the driving tests at National Alvis Day when the standard of 
organisation has been of an or der which any Club would be proud. Jock 
Stephen however i s the only member who has raced an Alvis consistently 
year in and year out~ spending very considerable S UffiS of money in doing 
so and, in a vehicle capable of about 125 m.p.h. riskin~ his neck every 
time he does so. Jock May have relinquis hed sorne of his administration 
tasks but 1 am sure 1 speak for every member in saying that we hope he 
will continue to uphold ~}vis/A.O.C. presti~ on the rar.e track for Many 
years to come. 

In this anniversary year May 1 wish you aIl Many mil es of Alvis rnotor
ing a nd 1 look forward to seeing you at our various gatherings. 

Yours s1 ncerely , 
K.R.DAY 
President. 

EDITOR'S NOTES 
David Michie tells me that Red T nangle are prepared ta supplv one or two odd s('ares on a "sale or return" 

basis ta those who wish to take them on the Tour of Britain. There would be a nominal charge for packing. 
Requests as soon as possible , please. 

The last night party at Hereford on June 6th promises ta be a memorabl~ one. There will be two bands. 
three bars, a (relàtively) soundproof lounge, and high te. for the children (b~by·sitting arrangements fat 
those staying at the Trust Houses). Admission only ta those who return the booking form whîch went out 
in early May ~ lime limit for this is MA Y 15TH, so that the Tour Team can get the Tour, their cars and 
themselves sorted out in plenty of time for the start. 

Publicity of all kinds will be seen in newspapers, magazines and on television, and already a half-page 
article has appeared in the May issue of CAR magazine. W'! shaH be grateful if members will laak out for 
articles and news staries, particularly in the local press, and send us cuuings far the archives. 

CORRECTION 
Philip Edbrook points out that the TA14 on the centre page of the 

March Bulletin is in fact Albert Armitt's, and not Ron Buck's. Apologies 
all round. 

While we're on the subject of apo logies, we feel Philip owes Bill 
Symons one for portraying him from such an unbecoming angle on page 13 of 
the same issue . Bill is really quite handsome, although not perhaps out of 
the Steve McQueen mould. 

5.00 X 20 TYRES 
We understand from Dunlop that the mould for .5.00 x 20 tyres (which 

are fitted to Alvis cars made up to 1933) has had ta be scrapped, but that 
urgent ac tion is being taken ta repl ace it. 

TC21 PISTONS 
Following a l etter from Mr.Rodney v. Garratt in the March i ssue of 

the Bulletin which rather s uggested that Red Triangle do not carry stocks 
of oversize pistons for the TC21 model, Davirl Mi chie asks me ta say that 
they do in f act stock aLI oversizes up ta +.040" which was the maximum 
recommended by Alvis. The price of these pistons, compl ete with rings and 
gudgeon pins, is ~5.7.0d. p.ach exclusive of postage. 
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fi J. t 
~ 

Step we 

RALL YING CALL, 1970 

J 
g a i 

Ta the tune of ''Mai ri , s Wedding" -

Po .. .. 
A J J 1 J J J • J ~ 

- ly, on we g o, Heel for lleel 

Alvis Owners onward go, 
Vintagents wi th heel-and-toe" 
Rallying from high and low 
Round the Red Triangle. 

Summoned by the far-flung cry 
See the Alvis Hare sweep by, 
See the Sil ver Eagle fly 
O'er the Red Triangle. 

Alvis Owners onward go, etc. 

Sound the horn and sound it shrill 
Over heather, over hill, 
Toot i t twice for Member Phil 
(Regal Red Triangle). 

Alvis O~ners onward go, etc. 

:~nd 

Join the drive to Yorkshire Dales, 
North to Scottish peaks and vales, 
South again through Lakes and Wales, 
AlI for Red Triangle. 

Alvis Owners onward go, etc. 

Fifty years of craft go past, 
Well-constructed, stylish, fast, 
Built by Alvis, built to last -
Eternal Red Triangle: 

Alvis Owners onward go, etc. 

J J J 
toe for toe 

Eric Stapleton. 
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FROM PHILIP EDBROOK of OLDHAM, LANCS 
In answer ta Peter Black's request for information on "Sperex" V.H.T. 

Paint. (The V.H.T. simp1y stands for very high temperature) l'used this 
product in the early days when 1 rebuilt my M.G. and after having the ex
haust manifold sandblasted to remove aIl the old paint etc. It lasted 
about 2 montbs after which it started to burn off in the area where the 4 
branches came together, and there was obviously a build-up of heat. It was 
then given another coat ta cover this and this lasted an even shorter 
period of time. The wife finally used the tin up for spraying leaves for 
Christmas decoràtions (for this it worked very weIl). On my Alvis 1 have 
simply wire brushed the manifold and given it two coats of a product 
called "Stixeat". This 1asts approximately 3 montbs after which 1 give it 
another coat. (Compared with Sperex it costs 2s.6d. a tin). 

The exhaust ~ipes Mv. Black Oas seen are probably vitreous enamelled. 
This do es Dot discOlour, Dut it 18 very expensive and must 
be handled with great care as it is in fact a coating of glass. 1 do not 
feel it is terribly practical as it can crack where local pressure i8, 
due ta securing bolts etc. Alas, there does Dot seem ta be a true answer 
except perhaps meta1 spraying or cadmium plating. (Rumbold's manifold 
has been aluminium sprayed and seems to be lasting weIl - Ed.) 

FROM KENNETH E. TINGLEY of LOS ALTOS, CALlFORNIA 
Enclosed are two photographs which you may consider to be of interest 

to A.O.C. Bulletin members. They are of a metal sculptor's model of my 
1937 Speed 25 .Gharlesworth Saloon. This type of art-form ("Al vis in Art?") 
is of growing acceptance here in the U.S.A. but to the best of my know
ledge, ft.1r.Jeff Thomas, who was commissioned ta do this, is the only per
son using Hheet brass and plated copper wire in s uch an imaginative way. 
As you will see, he has taken artistic licence with sorne of the features 
but has captured the basic lines and "spirit ll of the car rather weIl. The 
model is about 8 inches in length. 

The actua l car has been in the U.S.A. about 2 years now and attracts 
a lot of interest. The Alvi s name i s not at aIl weIl known so a typica1 
query is "What year Rolls is that ..... ?" or the more discerning might say 
Bentley or even Lagonda. 

(Now wc know what they mean when they say "if you can't beat 'em,join 'em" - Ed) 
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FROM W.E.FRETWELL of TONBRIDGE, KENT. (This letter has been squeezed out 
of earlier issues) 

Upon looking through the December Bulletin again and reading the 
Editorial a little more carefully 1 realised that you had invited con
tributions in singing the praises of Ken Day. 1 should hate to miss this 
opportunity and am hopeful in not being too late for the February issue 
as the January copy reached me only a few days ago. 

Actually 1 feel indirectly responsible for having put Ken where he 
has remained for everyone's benefit for the past 18 years. 

It aIl happened one Saturday morni ng. lie used to work on Saturdays 
(1) in 1952, when 1 was walking along East Cheap in the City on my way to 
the office, and saw a Firefly saloon parked opposite Lloyd's Bank. 

1 had recently joined the newly reconstituted Alvis Owner Club and 
been persuaded to go on theCommittee. We were aIl very keen to rope in 
new members and no Alvis was safe ! 1 duly l e ft an invitation to join on 
the Firefly, tucked behind one of the wipers. 

1 think it was later that day that Ken phoned me and expressed his 
desire to join. 1 took him along to our next meeting which happened to 
be in Richmond and before long he took over from the ret iring secretary. 

For a short while he was secretary of the S.E. Section and at ·a 
meeting up North was elected General Secretary of the whole Club. 1 used 
to see a lot of him in those days. 1 seem to remember we had monthly 
meetings of the S.E. Section, and he used to attend most of them. The l ate 
Charlie Chace had succeeded him as S.E. Secretary and 1 was Treasurer 
then. Ray Spain and Jock Stephen were also regular attendants. lie were aIl 
very keen t hen. Rallies and concours meetings were held quite frequently. 
Ken was al ways MOSt helpful and 1 don't know how he found time to do it 
aIl. 

1 remember meeting him quite often for lunch, too, at that time a nd 
the A.O.C. was always discussed. He kept at it when, unfortunately, 1 had 
to take a less active interest in the Cl~b due to pressure of work and 
less time, having moved further away from London. 

1 have al ways continued to admire bis enthusiasm for the Alvis Cause. 
As a final word allow me to say how much 1 have enjoyed the New Look of 
the Bulletin. 

FROM B.H.C. (Partially depressed), of Assington 
Mr.Thompson's poetic explanation of S.U. carburetter float levels 

gave me some food for thought - not about carburetters but 1 could not 
immediately grasp the line of his argument. 1 can only assume that he is 
referring to an absolue vacuum whereas 1 took care to say that 'the 
vacuum in a carburetter is obviously not absolute'. Mr.Thompson does in
deed concede that lA depression exists' and Burely a depression is another 
term for a partial vacuum? 1 did not in addition go into the problem of 
what caused the depression at the jet and Mr.ThompsQn is certainly part
ially correct in attributing some of it to be due to airflow over the jet. 

Might 1 suggest however that if it were possible to simultaneously 
and perfectly seal both the inlet and outlet of a carburetter on a 
running engine a depression would exist in the carburetter and fuel would 
flow up the jet - it still being un der atmos pheric pressure. Note that 
under these conditions there would be no airflow over the jet. 

May 1 end by quoting from a paper on the S . U. Carburetter read to 
the Institution of Mechanical Engineers on the 22nd January, 1963 -

'Since the carburetter is of the constant vacuum type the depression 
at the jet Dever falls below its normal operating value, and it is for 
this reason that variations of fuel l cvel in the float chamber are un
important . 1 

~() 

THE LONDON Ta EDINBURGH TRIAL 
Whitsun, 1920 

This Jubilee Year, we turn our minds back not only to the advent of 
the 10/30 car, the first Alvis, in 1920, but also to the London to Edin
burgh Trial, which saw the competition debut of the marque - and its 
first s uccess ! 

Judging by contemporary reports in ''The Autocar" and ItThe Motor", 
the 10/30 car which G.P.H. de Freville drove in the Trial was the proto
type, but nevertheless bore a strong resemblance to the sole surviving 
1921 car whi ch is now owned by Alvis Ltd. It wore rather broad wings and 
running boards , f ar wider than the beaded-edge tyres seemed to require 
(cf.the balloon tyres on the 1921 car), and de Freville drove in most 
Spartan conditions, with the divided windscreen open, hood down, and DO 

sidescreens. The Motor commented on its clean lines - "a neat little job"
unlike the A.B.C. entered by a certain Captain S.C.H. Davis, which "looked 
a little crude". 

lie read that the Alvis left the start at Highgate Hill at 10.5~ p.m. 
on Friday 21st May, towards the end of the list of 386 starters. The 
course ran from London via Baldock, Biggleswade, Doncaster, Aberford, 
Otley, Ilkley , Skipton, Kendal, liindermere, Kirkstone Pass, Patterdale, 
Penrith, Carlisle, Gretna Green, Beattock, Liberton to Croall's Garage, 
Edinburgh. The entry fee had been tl.IO.O., and, to gain a gold medal, a 
maximum of 15 minutes earliness and 10 minutes lateness was set - or 30 
minutes lateness for a silver medal. In addition, the stretches from 
Ambleside to Patterda le (taking the steeper road over Kinstone Pass) and 
from near Moffat to "Source of Tweed" had to be covered non-stop to 
qualify for a gold. 

The run up the North Road was completed with little incident, despite 
the "disgustingly bad surface between Stamford and Grantham". Major Oates ·' 
Lagonda turned over after hitting a bridge parapet near Bawtry. "But a 
little further a nd the A.B.C. crew picked up a suitcase which had fallen 
from Me ldrum' s Hampton, and which contained a most startling pair of 
pyjamas a littl e the worse for rolling in the road, a trophy duly handed 
back to its cheery owner at the control at Ilkley. In Doncaster itself 
was another check, but few lingered long thereat, the desire for a second. 
breakfast urging them on to Ilkley." (The Autocar, May 29th). 

'~ractically the whole of the Kirkstone Pass was enwrapt by a dark 
Scotch mist. A following wind made the engines hotter, and so, over the 
s1imy surface, with radiators steaming, and cars dodging unfortunates who 
had fallen by the wayside, the piece de resistance of the 1920 London
Edinburgh was met and overcome. 

A good deal of baulking took place, for competitors were not spaced 
out at the bottom of the hill, and the road was narrow. Thousands had 
assembled at the summit, where the mist was so thick that it was im
possible to see more than 20 yards, and aIl those who made clean ascents 
are heartily to be congratulated. Easily the fastest was the Straker
Squire - as might be expected. Very good climbs were made by the Hamptons, 
the new Alvis, driven by Mr. de Freville, was fast and steady. Captain 
Bri ttain; s Calthorpe boiled a li tUe, as did the Hillman and the Ruston
Hornsby. The Angus-Sanderson, with its engine in a heated flurry, due to 
making up time beforehand, climbed surely until baulked - very bad luck on 
its driver, who, we understand, has lodged a protest. 

A.Day-Leeds and liarren-Lambert were in difficulties, but the Eric
Campbell, Darracq , Douglases, and A.B.C. with the Fords, Mr.Maybury's 
Velie, and the Chandler, made no bones about it. A very good ascent was 
that of Mr.Empson's A.V. monocar, who roared up easily, while the Aston
Martin, Bugatti, and Mr.Stead's A.C. (three up) were other notable climbs. 

The Pass conquered, the steep descent was faced, trying the brakes 
severely, and Patterdale was the next control, where drivers eulogized 
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their machines and the glorious scenery, and partook of yet another break
fast type of meal, although i t was well past noon." (The Motor, May 26th) 

"As to the second test hill i t proved to , be no hill at all, but only 
a five-mile climb on top gear, and, as each driver held his car steadily 
into the gathering mist, through that mist, and out above it, the one 
source of wonder was whether, concealed in the last mile, there must Dot 
be sorne fearful slope to justify the test - a fear that caused many to 
forget the wonderful panorama below them. Steep sI ope however, there was 
none, and down the pass aIl the way to Rommano Bridge the whole string of 
cars went merrily, for the drivers could flot resist the waving and cheer
ing of the groups of small children and bunc'hes of grown- up people who had 
gathered at each corner or post of vantage. Vnder this applause every man 
drew himself up a little and became noticeably less tired as his du st Y 
car purred onwards and the miles on the recorder dial showed the total 
nearly run. At last the lights of Liberton, beneath the blue grey hills of 
Edinburgh, came into view.-(The, Autocar, May 29th). 
POST-SCRIPT - by G.P,H. de ~'reville. 

"Let us seek consolation in every misfortune that befalls us. 
To be baulked at the bot tom of Kirkstone and brought to a standstill; 

to restart immediately in the thick mud without non-skids; to be going so 
fast At the summit of the Pass that, as stated in The Autocar, one is com
pelled to slow up before being able to overtake another car - and then to 
be said (officially) to have "failed on Kirkstone" is a grim jest that 
must suffi ce for my reward, in place of the go ld medal that I had hope d to 
obtain with the Alvis. 

But 1 cànnot jain those who are sO , severely criticising the organi
sation of the rune On the contrary, 1 consider the organisation was quite 
remarkable. 1 am afraid very few people can realise the enormous amount of 
work entailed in preparing the route and route cards, and arranging for 
sorne-one to be at practically every corner to direct the competitors. Or, 
do the cri tics appreciate the strain upon the resources of camparatively 
small provincial hotels, in providing about 500 meals at unearthly hours? 
Personally, except for a few minor discomforts - incidental to the circum
stances of the run - I thought the organisation was splendid." (The Auto
car, June 12th). 

THE LATE ED. NORRIS 
As mentioned at the A.G,M., a superb trophy, featuring a mode l of a 

crash helmet and a pair of string-backed gloves, has been given by the 
Club in memory of our late Treasurer , Ed.Norris. First winner, at the 
1969 Duxford Sprint, was F.Vernon Jones. 

In addition, a silver tray has been given ta Nrs.Norris, who has 
written us the following letter: -

'~ay I thank you and the council most sincerely for the beautiful 
tray. 1 think someone on the council must have second sight, as our 
Silver Wedding would have been last year, a nd the tray is exactly what my 
husband was going to buy me, so thank you. aIl very much. 

We are now . living at 59 Cherry Hinton Raad, Cambridge in a 'semi
camping state' as there is a lot to be do ne to the house, but at least 
we've moved and l've got a part - time job, sa we progress . 

Yours si ncerely, 
Lavinia Norris." 

INVITATION 
Ile are invi ted to take part in the Cavalcade of ~lotoring at Sandbeck 

Park, nr.Rotherham on July 12th in aid of the York Hinster Appeal. Deta ils 
from our member Carl Speddings, Home Farm, Firbeck, nr. Worksop, Notts. 
(Tel. ~altby 2168). 

READERS WRITE 
FROM DAVID M. JOBSON-SCOTT of NORTHAM, N.DEVON 

1 have just returned from a 5-month overland trip, by motor caravan 
to South Africa via lndia. This has been one of the most memorable ex- ' 
periences of my life and my one great regret is that I couldn't use an 
Alvis. 

Having do ne the journey, l now see th~t, in fact, one could do the 
journey quite easily , except for the dreaded Itground clearance". The route 
out to India is, in most places, quite excellent, the worst stretch being 
300 miles of "was hboard" desert . 

The Africa route is, at present, out, as the Hell run in Tanzania is 
quite horrifying. Kenya, Zambia and Rhodesia are aIl excellent so when 
the new highway through Tanzania is completed (2-3 years), it ~ill be 
perfectly possible to drive aIl the way from Mombasa to Cape Town - in an 
Alvis of course. 

You may wonder why I have written to the A,O.C. about a trip do ne in 
ordinary tinware. The reason is quite simple - 1 wa5 astonished to see 
two Alvis on my travels. I own a TA14 D,H.C. and was overjoyed to see a 
green TB14 in West Pakistan. I was unable to catch the car but a month 
later, in Bombay (The Fountain Square) I saw a dark blue TA14 D,H.C. This 
time 1 was determined to meet the owner, sa left a message in the car for 
the owner to meet me for drinks. Much to my delight, he turned up and we 
had.a wonderful natter about Alvis. I hope that he will join the Club, as 
he 15 very keen - but very isolated from other Alvi s owners. 

My one r egret, now that l have returned to V,K. is that my very tight 
schedule prevented me from calling on Dr.Hanford in Luonshya, Zambia and 
Mr.~reger, of Germiston, South Africa. Bath were almost on my route, but 
hav1ng spent too much time in Game Parks, l was compelled to drive like 
mad to get to my destination and back to V.K. in time to keep my job. 

I needn't have bothered after aIl, as I contracted appendicitis in 
Durban, 50 am on sick leave after having had my appendix out. C'est la vie, 
n'est ce pas?!! 

FRO~l P. G. R. DVFF of Bllo1BRIDGE! 1. O. W. 
In the process of unpacking I came upon the enclosed old photo of 

my parents standing proudly by the side of one of hi s fleet of taxis in 
the year of 1930. It is a Hudson Essex; this particular car was converted 
into a hearse and eve ntua1ly Ildied" around 1949. The main point of this 
photograph is the badge on the radiator. The old inverted triangle. 1 am 
unab1 e to remember the colour or details of the Hudson's engine etc. Per
haps another memb er may remember more about them. 

lncidenta lly, l'm looking into the possibility of starting a monthly 
A.O.C. meet here on the Island. 
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Caravanning and Touring 
Gener al 6/ 61 , 7/61 
Section 2/60, 3/ 60 , 11/60 
TD21 5/69 
Tactics 6/60 
Towing cars 1/64, 8/65 

Competi tions 
Alvis Day 6/58, 6/58, 7/59, 6/60 , 6/61, 6/62 , 6/62 , 7/63 , 6/64, 6/66 , 

7/67P, 7/68P, 8/68 , 4/69 , 6/69 
Alvis Day Aggregate Trophy 11/60, 7/62, 8/62, 10/ 62, 9/63 , 11/63, 8/64, 

7/ 65 , 9/65 , 10/65, 5/66 , 8/66, 9/66, 10/66, 5/68 , 8/68, 11/68 
Alvis Trophy 2/59, 11/60, 2/61, 6/61, 4/ 63 , 12/63, 1/65 , 3/65, 6/65, 9/65, 

12/65, 3/66, 7/66, 8/66, 10/66, 11/66, 12/66 , 1/67, 8/67 , 10/67, 12/67, 
12/67, 2/68, 12/ 68 

Club Rallies 3/ 58 , 3/58, 5/58, Il/58, 5/59 , 1/60, 4/61 , 11/62, 7/64 , 
Club Sprint 2/59, 4/63 , 6/63, 6/63 , 3/64 , 5/64, 5/64, 5/65, 5/65, 5/66 
Competition licences 1/69 
Competition secretary 12/57, 1/58 
Concours judging 1/63, 8/ 64, 9/69 
Concours in V.S . 3/ 66 ----
Driving tests 9/59 , 10/59, Il/59, 11/60, 11/62 , 10/63 , 5/64, 6/64 
Invi tation concours 7/66, 10/67P 
Invitation driving tests 3/61 , 8/66 
Invi tation race meetings 6/58., 10/67, 5/68, 2/69P 
Invi tation rallies 12/57, 8/58, 1/59, 9/59 , 1/60, 4/61, 11/63, 10/67, 12/68 
Invitation sprints and hillclimbs 3/58 , 6/58, 7/58, 10/58 , 2/59 , 7/59 , 2/60, 

5/ 60 , 6/60, 3/ 61 , 5/61, 10/64, 2/65P , 10/65, 8/66 , 10/66 , 2/67, 4/67, 
6/ 67, 8/ 67, 10/67, 6/68, 11/68, 10/69 

Judgment Day 3/69, 3/69 
Land' s End Trial 10/68 
Master concours 4/68 , 5/68, 3/69 
Midland Alvis Day 8/59 , 8/60, 8/62, 8/ 63 , 8/64P, 8/65, 8/65, 9/65P, 8/66P, 

8/67P , 11/68 , 11/68, 1/69, 9/69 
North American Alvi s Day 11/68P, 4/69P 
Northern Alvis Day 8/59, 8/60 , 8/62, 8/64 , 8/67 , 8/68, 9/69 
Nurburgring 2/67 
Photo competition 5/69 , 7/69, 10/69 
Racing Team 12/57 , 12/57 , 1/58, 2/58, 3/58 , 9/58 
Scottish Alvis Day 10/60, 10/64, 10/65 , 10/66. 10/67, 10/68, 10/69, 10/69 
~crutineering 4/ 67 , 7/68 
Skidpan 11/62, 5/ 63, 8/ 67, 10/67 
Soci al Runs 12/65 
Teaser 6/64 
V.S.C . C. Driving Tests 2/59, 1/64, 4/67 
V.S.C.C. Hill climbs and sprints 9/68, 10/69 
V.S.C . C. Race meetings 11/62 , 8/63, 10/63 , 5/64, 7/64, 10/64P, 8/65, 9/65, 

9/65, 7/66, 8/66, 2/67, 5/67, 9/67, 10/67, 4/68, 6/68, 6/69, 9/69 
V.S.C.C. Rallies 12/66P 
Insurance 
Agreed value 11/61, 11/65 
C.Howard & Sons 5160, 6/63 
Anthony Hyde-East 2/67 
H.J .Symons & Co. 12/57, 10/58 
l 'ouring 
Continental Tour 12/57, 1/58 , 4/58, 8/58 
Cont i nental Touring 3/58~62, 2/63, 11/63P, 12/63, 10/64, 11/64, 7/65P, 

India to V.K. in a 
Silver Eagle 10/66 
Speed 20 12/63 

1/67, 2/67, 11/67, 3/68, 8/ 68 , 9/68 
12/50 , 8/59 

**** 91, 93, 95, 97, 99, 101, 7 7 

PETROl: STARS AND OCTANE NUMBERS 

This is the first of three articles which we have commissioned from B. P. ta mark their support of the 
Jubilee Tour of Britain. The author is Brian Sismey, the well·known Speed 20 exponent; who for once is 
forsaking his usual stamping ground in B.P.;s industriallubdcants division. 

In the pas~ we have been accustomed to buying petrol under the name 
of Super, Premium, Special etc. but now star ratings and octane number s 
are displayed on the pumps. Also Many garages have installed a singl e 
pump that can dispense the full range of fuels from one nozzle. Whi c h is 
the ideal petrol for your car? Many motorists are not clear in their minds 
as to what i t aIl means, so let us try to help you to r ead your stars. 

The octane number of a fuel is a number given to a petrol to describe 
its a nti-knock characteristic; the higher numbers having the better re
sistance to knocking. Most drivers will have heard at sorne tiœe their car 
engine 'pink' or knock when accelerating bard from low revs~ To under
stand what causes t hi s phenomenon let us consider what happens in the 
cylinder of an engine. The piston compresses t he mixture of petrol and air 
which is ignited by a spark at the right moment. Ideally the flame should 
spread rapidly from the plug throughout t he whole combustion chamber until 
the mixture i s completely burnt, imparting a steady pressure on the piston 
cro wn. However if conditions are not right, when the initial combustion 
takes place it increases t he pressure in the cylinder and compresses the 
remaining unburnt mixture with a corresponding ri se in temperature 
sufficient ta ignite itself. Thi s will be almost an explosion and imparts 
a hammer like blow on the cylinder and pi ston. The resulting vibrations 
creating the knocking noise. This results in an increase of mechanical 
and thermal stresses in t he engine. 

Knocking can occur at low speed or hi gh speed . Low speed knock is 
easily detected as it can readily be heard. The remedy is to use a fue l 
with a hi gher octane number. Hi gh speed knock is not so easy to detect as 
it May be drowned by mechanical no i se at the higher engine speed . Aiso it 
May only occur with the engine working under load and so cannot be readily 
reproduced wi th your head under the bonnet. This type of knock may be 
caused by deficiencies in the fuel blend. 

The octane number displayed on pet roI pumps is determined in the 
laboratory by testing the fuel under rigidly controlled conditions of 
speed and temperature in a s ingle cylinder engine with a variable com
pression ratio. The petrol being rated is compared with a blend of two 
other hydrocarbons i so- octane and n-heptane. Vsed alone n-heptane is a 
poor 'anti-knocker' and provides the starting point of the octane scale. 
Iso-octane used alone is assigned the top value of 100. If the petrol 
being tested matches the anti-knock performance of, say , 9~ i so- octane and 
5% n-heptane, it is cr edited with an octane number of 95. Although this 
method provides the basis for the comparison of various grades of petrol, 
it is not the f inal criterion in determining the performance of fuels on 
the road. A car engine bas more than one cylinder and works under varying 
conditions due to load , speed 1 ambient temperature and standard of main
tenance. Eve n different e ngines of the same make and model may vary sl ight
ly in their requirements . However, in a far from perfect world the pub
lished octane number on the petrol pump i s the best guide currently known 
for compar ing different petrols. 

The petrol that yOll blly i s u"ually a blend of fuels refined by 
different pl"oces ses to ('n<lble it to C'va}Jorate at the ideal rate duri ll g 



low speed running, acceleration and high speed rUnBing. It must be 
sufficiently volatile to give good cold starting but not too volatile to 
cause vapour locks in ho t weather. Petrols suppli e d to garages in winter 
and summer differ slightly in this respect ta compensate for the change in 
climate. 

Additives are also blended with the basic fuel to impart various 
beneficial properties, Lead ,compounds such as tetraethyl and tetramethyl 
lead are !.lsed to improve the octane number required by modern engines. 

100~------~------~--------;---~~~ 

98~-------+--------+------=~~~~~ 

96~------4--------+~~~~~~--~ 
0::: 
w94~------~----~~~~~~=-+-------~ 
fi 
2: 92 ~--------+=~~~~~=--------t------~ 

~90~----~~~~~~~--------~---------4 
w88~~~~~~~~--~--------+-------~ 

Z86~~~~~~------~--------+--------; 
~ 
U84~~~~-+--------+--------+------~ 

°82~0L----4--------+---------t------~ 

7:1 81 9:1 10:1 
COtv1PRESSION RATIO 

TYPICAL OCTANE REQUIREtv1ENTS 

STAR RATINGS AND OCTANE NUMBERS 

B.S. 4040 TYPICAL PRICE 1 TYPICAL 

STAR RATING MIN.OCTANE No. 
PER GALLON COMPRESSION 

RATIO 
•• 90 6s.2d. Below 7:1 

••• 94 6s.4d • 7 to 8:1 
•••• 97 6s.6d. 8 to 10:1 

••••• 100 6s.9d. Over 10:1 

Note. Grades of petrol are marketed with octane numbers higher than the 
minimum allowed by the British Standard classification ie. 5 star May be 
101 octane. Price~ quoted are typical of the London area and May vary in 
other regions or with local incentive schernes. 

Scavenger additives are included to combine with the lead during the com
bustion process and remove it with the exhaust gases in a harmless form. 
This prevents the build-up of lead deposits in the engine. Inhibitors are 
used ta prevent the formation of gummy deposits in the fuel system, and 
icing of the carburetter. 

No matter which grade of petrol you use it has the same job to do 
once inside the engine. Petrol, a hydrocarbon, combines with the oxygen in 
the air to provide energy together with oxides of carbon and water. Ob
viously there i5 a right mixture strength of a ir and pe trol to ensure that 
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Milford to Aberdeen for three years without her glvlng him any real 
trouble. Alas, on the one occasion when he came by train owing to snow, 
he put her in a public garage and drained the rad ' " but whilst he was 
away sorne clot went for an unauthorised joy ride in her and wrecked the 
engine, and she was sold for practically nothing. However, about a year 
later we heard that an Alvis Owner had found her and bestowed aIl his 
loving affection on her and 1 understand that she is now in even better 
condition than when we had her. l would dearly love to hear from her 
present owner if he is r ea ding this article. 

My next Alvis was a Speed 25 Charlesworth Saloon ASG 305. l spent 
the earth on this car and had eight years of ,wonderful enjoyment with it 
spending far too much money making it beautiful both engine wise and 
bodily, and l am sure aIl members who attended the Master Builder's 
Meet i ng at Beaulieu will remember. l was pleased that l had the opportun
ity of entering it for the Cavalcade at Crystal Palace last year. where 
it was much admired by aIl, and many photographs were taken by other en
thusiasts. 

But one is never satisfied, and last June 1 parked my business car 
in a garage in Bournemouth and on my way out saw a perfectly magnificent 
1964 TD21 Series 3 D. H.C. in Peony Red with chromium plated wire wheels, 
standing there for sale. On examination 1 found it to be in ''mint" con
dition with a genuine 10,000 miles on the clock, it had belonged to a 
lady who used it for shopping, and had got tired of it and it hadn't beeo 
used since 1966. Once again dear wife was consulted, and l returned and 
bought it, but l had to get rid of my business car and ,use the Alvis for 
this purpose instead. ASG also had to go but l was lucky enough to sell 
her to another Alvis Owner who had' two Sp.25's D.H.C. s and two Lagondas 
and a Bentley, so she is in good hands and lives in a centrally heated 
garage to which she has al ways been accustomed. 

Sihce June l have done another 18,000 miles in the TD which has been 
absolute bliss, and where ver she goes people shower admiring glances 
upon her and want to know all about the car. l have named her "Thunder
box 2" and l often think about her predecessor and the Cuban Cri sis which 
prompted me into starting the realization of my childhood ambition. 

BULLETIN INDEX-V 
Buying and Selling 
Warnings 12/57, 12/58, 1/59 

P. Andrews , New Zealand 11/65 
Bristol Siddeley 1/62, 8/66 
M.Cairnes, Hereford, 12/59, 3/65 
Chequers Service Station , Colnbrook, 9/59, 2/63 
J.H . Galt Ltd. Glasgow, 4/58 
Garnets, Nottingham, 11/60 
Halesowen Motor Works, Birmingham, Il/58 
Henlys Ltd. 8/66 
Hurst Park Autos (Wooding) 8/68 
H.C . Hutchinson Ltd., Edinburgh, 7/66 
G.S.Oscraft & Co. Ltd., Nottingham, Il/59 
Readons, Sunbury, 10/68 
W.J.Skelly Ltd., Motherwell, 1/61 
Wardie Garage (Farr) Edinburgh, 5/63 
A. G.Wilson Ltd. Leeds, 3/58 
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Way back in 1926, when l was a .ery small boy, like aIl small 
children in those days l was sent to bed at six o'clock regardless how 
beautiful the weather. However, l did not object to this dnd when the 
time came 1 scampered off ta my bedroom, and when my nanny had seen me in 
a horizontal position of feigned sleep, l would nip out "f bed to the 
window, Wh1Ch commanded an excellent view of Dr.Barjory ·~ garûen, knowing 
weIl that within a few moments he would arrive home in his Alvis 12/50 
coupe, which ta me was the last ward in mator cars. 

Years later, when at Bchool, 1 once gat inta considerable trouble 
when 1 wrote off to an Alvis Agent in Bournemouth for a catalogue of the 
1937 Speed 25 range. This l received by return of post, but this was not 
aIl . That evening, whilst doing my prep' in the Assembly Hall, l was look
ing out of the window to gain inspiration, when joy of joysl coming up 
the drive, l beheld a brand new Alvis Speed 25 Charlesworth Sports Saloon. 
It disappeared behind sorne trees, then came out anto the forecourt, 
sweeping round in front of me, showing off it's sweeping wings and huge 
P.lOO head lamps, until it came to a haIt right outside the window. 

After pr'ep' l was summonsed to the Head Master' s study, where l met 
the stony stare of the occupant who informed me that l had wasted the 
valuable time of a salesman who had brought an Alvis car aIl the way from 
Bournemouth, as a result of my having asked for a catalogue. Ta deter me 
from repeating this practice, l was given ten pages of the English 
Dictionary ta copy out starting wi th the ward "automobile". Dy the time 1 
had reached the last page, 1 had made up my mind that one day l should 
HAVE a Speed 25 of my own. 

Many years later, 1 was in a position ta look for such a car. 1 was 
married with a small son just starting to go away to school, and quite 
honestly told myself 1 could not afford it. l had a company car and my 
wife owned a battered old Ford Popular, but one day whilst near Leighton 
Buzzard, l was looking at a rather nice Hooper bodied Daimler D.H.C. and 
when the salesman asked me if he could help, l asked if he had any Alvis 
cars. He told me he had an old wreck in the yard at the back, and l went 
to see it. Old wreck be damnedll, it turned out to be a 1937 Speed 25 
D.H .C. in fair condition, the chrome was pretty good, there were no dents, 
the tyres were f air , and to me it looked beautiful in every way. l asked 
for a trial run and once on the road, found myself looking down the vast 
length of bonnet with two huge P.IOO's peeping over the end eitber side 
of the squat radiator with i t' s Al vis Bird proudly sitting on i t' s perch. 
It was blood red with black hood and interior. The exhaust system was not 
aIl that it should have been, but this added to my thrill as we burbled 
along, and made me aIl the more enthusiastic. 

l went home and told my wife about it, and she being the sort of 
\liife aIl Alvis Owners should make sure they have when taking the marri age 
vows, told me it sounded terrific and ur'ged me to buy it. That night, ho w·· 
ever, the radio informed us of the Cuban Crisis, and l began to feel that 
l was too late, but as the days went by and it seemed there was no way of 
averting another World Var, 1 got a friend of mine to drive me over to 
Leighton Buzzard, and l BOUGHT my first Alvis, telling myself that if 
there WAS a war, at least l should be able to follow the example of the 
man in Neville Shute's book "On The Beach", and when the atomic bombs 
started to fall, l would be able to sit in the driving seat of my Alvis 
with a bottle of whisky and die at the wheel, having realized my ambitionl 

Kennedy sorted out the Cuban affair, and l was spared to start to 
enjoy my pure hase , 1 named her "Thunderbox" and loved her as a man daes 
his own soul. l shall always remember the endless hours of fun l had with 
that car, the number was CVC 3, a~most my initiaIs. 1 eventually sold her 
ta a young student studying engineering at Aberdeen University, and he 
carried on the love for the old girllgnd drove her up and down from 

aIl the petrol is burnt and aIl the oxygen used up. A mixture in the ratio 
of 7:1 air ta petrol to 20:1 by weight will burn. Theoretically the correct 
chemical ratio is 15:1 but this does not give the maximum power. This is 
produced at a ratio of about 12.5:1 while the most economical ratio is 
about 17:1. Now you can appreciate what a difficult job the carburetter 
has to do. 

Should you now feel thoroughly confused about the correct choice of 
pet roI let me summarise with the following practical points -

1. Ensure that ignition timing is set correctly. 
2. Choose a petrol one grade higher in octane rat i ng than that which 

causes your engine to pink. No harm is caused by using an even 
higher brade but this is generally less economical. 

3. Different brands of petrol with the same octane rating may give a 
different performance, the octane rating is a good guide but is 
not the only cr i terion. 

4. It is not safe to conclude that your car has the same octane re
quirement as an "identical" model driven by someone else. 

SOUTH-EASTERN SECTION 
Crystal Palace 

SECTION NOTES 

Wben you read these notes 15th National Alvis Day will have began a 
pleasant memoir (1 hope) and l would like to thank aIl those people who 
helped ta organise and run the event on the day, many of whom were not 
mentioned in the programme. My special thanks go to the marshals, who by 
the very nature of the job, were sometimes rather far from the action but 
without whose help the event could not have taken place. 
Cavalcade of Alvis Cars Spring International Meeting 

Unfortunately this event has had to be cancelled due to a very full 
programme at the event. However l am in contact with the Circuit Manager 
and it is still hoped to run a cavalcade at a later meeting this year. 
Meanwhile l would like to thank aIl the membeps who offered their cars 
and' trust l can calI on them at a later date. Maurice Gallaher 

S.E.Secretary 

TOUR OF BRITAIN START. MAY 31ST. 

We look forward ta seeirg a goodly array of non·panicipating Alvises at the start of the Tour, which 
will be at Imperial College, Exhibition Raad, South Kensington, from 9 a.rn. The recommended lunch 
stop will be at the Brampton Hotel, on the Al west of Huntingdon, 50 why not accompany us as tar 
as there7 Incidentally (as we have no iqea how many spectators will congregate there from the South
Eastern and Midland Sections) perhaps spectators will bring thair own sandwiches as we don't want to 
risk starving the Tourists. B. L. 

Meeting at The Green Man, Herongate, Monday 6th April 
The regulars, Stan Goss, Phil Robertson, ~lr. and Mrs.Hutchins, WE'ndy 

and myself were joined by Mr.Hillman, Mr.Clarke, Mr.Morton? and a friend 
of Phil's who owns a BentIey. The discussions included a compari s on be
tween the 4i Bentley and the 4.3 Alvis. The conclusion being that the 
Alvis was technically more advanced but possibly the Bentley more refined. 
Three members from this meeting have entered for Crystal Palace which is 
quite a good record. Only three Alvis graced the car park these being 
Phil 's Sil ver Eagle, Mr.Hutchins' TE21 and ~lr.Hillman's TC21/l00. The 
evening was r ounded off very nicely with a run in first the Silver Eagle 
follO\ ... -ed by the TE2l, two very different cars but at the same time 
typi cally Al vi s. 
Meeting at The Master Builder's House, Buckler's Hard. 10th April 

Sever al mel'lbers and friends gather ed for an inte resting di s cussion, 
but 1 wonder if anyone e lse tried to come. As 1 was coming through Beau
lieu , as a passenger in a Lagonda, a white TA2I with a red hood we nt the 
other way. If it was a member, if he contacts me (Hythe 82343) l will 
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willinglyexpla1n how to get to the meeting. We could do w1th a few more 
at our meetings, especially someone with a Firebird, Cross & Ellis tourer. 
Mike Webb is building one up from a heap of bits, and keeps asking us the 
most awkward questions as to where certain pieces go, or what he should 
have to fi11 a particular space. Andrew Manasse proudly showed us aIl a 
mangled piece of metal. Then he told the three year story of removing his 
starting handle dogl Next meeting 8th Mây • John Fairbrother. 
Meeting at The Haycutter, Broadham Green, 26th March 

The ratio of Alvis to members, Il;18, looked more healthy, partly due 
to Peter Casey's first appearance with his Firebird and T.E., a friend 
drove one of them. Malcome and Fred attended their · first meeti ng on an 
Alvis - their thoroughly restored TA21 which looked hopeful in its drab 
primer. Mike Sparks who joined recently to buy a TD, ended up buying a 
Sp.20 in need of complete restoratiohl Good to see Peter Cundall again 
with his nice Sp.20. Bob brought an obscure lump of Firefly chassis for 
Tony, whose glee when it was handed over was quite dispr,?portionate ta the 
object. John Fox brought a set of cheap tyres for my TA21 and l delivered 
sorne timber for the bulkhead of Bob and Barbara's 12/50. We aIl look for
ward to long summer evenings when more time can be spent outside. 

Gerry Michelmore. 
Meeting at The Amazon & Tiger, Harvel 

The meetings at The Amazon & Tiger continue regularly al~hough the 
attendance lacks quantity if not quality. The April gathering consisted 
of seven stalwarts who braved the English spring and there were three 
Alvises, two TA14's, and a TD21. There was the usual i nformative dis
cussion about ove rhauls of various Al"vis types and even more mundane 
breeds e.g. Austin 7. Wbilst ~. lways assuming. that tbe 10,000 mile decok .. 
period quoted in the TD21 handbook was very pessimistic; 1 must say the 
transformation in performance, especially acceleration after replacing my 
TD21's valves at 60,000 has been most startling. Nothing seemed amiss 
until tbe last week or so wben tbere was defini te fluffing but i t must 
have been a case of graduaI deterioration about which the brake people 
are always warning. 1 hope we get more support for the meetings especially 
now the light evenings are arriving. 
Meeting at The Punchbowl, Dorking. April 

Tonigbt we bad Colin's handsome Speed 25 ln tbe centre of tbe Car 
Park Ilording' it over around ten post-war Alvis. John Fox arrived in his 
newly acquired '60 TD21 and Quintin Parker, bere in his D/H TF21, recog
nised it as having been owned by his family when new, sa John now has 
most of its previous history to hand. Pleased to see new Club President 
Ken Day and Anthony here, bis Speed 25 D/H is wi th Clink for major 
restoration work. Gerry is having a bi t of trouble wi tb tbe M. O. T. test 
on his rebuilt TC21., he could do witb Mr. 'X's telepbone number. Rod is 
progressing with bis new monster and we bope that by the time tbis 
appears he -will have had sorne success at the Palace. Prospective new mem:" 
ber 14r. Westmacott, brougbt along bis Grey Lady D/H and coUected a mem
bersbip form and member Ian Hay bad a very weIl produced book of Classic 
Cars in Profile which he can obtain for members at a reduced price. 

Meeting at The Fox & Goose 
Artbur Hardy. 

Another very large meeting here on the first Tbursday of the montb 
ensured that the meeting was a great success. Crystal Palace being the 
main talking point of the meeting with lots of members hard at work 
getting their Alvis cars ready for the gr eat day. The meeting broke up 
weIL after closing time. The next meetings he r e are on May 7th and June 
4th. J im Oakman. 
NORTHERiII SECTION 
Meeting at The Red Lion, Haigh 

Last months aed Lion meeting was more lively than of late, a sure 
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TD21 PAGE 
"T.Dee" writes that he has obtained an original Alvis Ltd. drawing 

of a tow-bar assembly for a TD21. In fitting it to bis car, he bas de
signed sorne modifications, and copies of the amended drawings (part of 
which are reproduced here) will be made available if tbere is sufficient 
demand. 

;:::-_ "" "'~'" 
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The main comment on the arrangement shewn is that the diagonal 
bracing from the centre of the bar to the chassis cross member will only 
fit as intended if tbe petrol tank is removed to allow fitting and drill
ing of the member. Alvis raised no objections to my drilling the lower 
flange of the member and bending tbe braces to match the lower flange. 
Any user is advised to determine the beight of tbe two baIl mounting boles 
necessary ta abtain a level van with the normal load in the car and a 
small wife balancing on the rear bumper ta simulate the caravan (or 
trailer) nose weight. 

Apart from this adjustment no problems were found in fittin g the bar 
ta the car once the bumper mounting bolts had been soaked for sorne time in 
a s uitable easi ng fluid. 

A smaU bole wi tb rubber bus h in tbe tool weU is aU that is needed 
ta get the li ghting multicore ta the international standard socket for 
which the thre e s mall holes are drillcd, in the tow bar verti cal plate. 

L[) 



Section Notes - continued (rom Pa.qe 13 
SCOTTISH SECTION 
Annual General Meeting - 12th April 

Again it was a fine day for our enjoyable gathering at the Tinto 
Hotel, Symington for our A.G.M. witb an attendance of 28. Alvises were 
rather thin on the ground but for various good reasons such as recondition
ing work not yet completed. l, myself . tUl'ned up in a wee Ford but, tbat 
was because the TC21/100 was away on wnat my son regarded as a mOl'e im
portant mission, i.e. his honeymoon trip. He was married on the day before 
the A.G.M. 

The meeting proper started at 4 p.m. and with Roh Stewart in the 
Cbair everything proceeded in a very business like manner. The Cbairman 
reviewed the main events over the past year and the Secretary reported on 
the matters tbat bad arisen at the main A.G.M. at Coventry the previous 
Sunday, while the Treasurer presented lUs Financial Statement for the year 
and this also was adopted. 

The Office-bearers elected for the ensuing 
Cbairman: F.R.B.Stewart (2nd year) Committee: 
Vice-Cbairman: W.Roy Henderson 
Hon.Secretary: E.E.Gamley 
Hon. Treasurer: J.R.P.Reive 

year are:
T.P.Cameron 
E.W.Chilcott 

Events Organiser: W.J.Macdonald 
Hon.Auditor: I.S.Harkess 

Scot tish Al vis 

J.G.Bissett 
D.A.lnglis 
Day Commi ttee: 
W.R.Henderson, 
W.J.Macdonald 
J.S.Brown 
J.R.P.Reive 
E.E.Gamley 

Convener 

After the business part of the meeting there was a Dreak for tea and 
then we nad an excellent show of col our slides of interesting cars and 
events taken at Alvis meetings and Vintage gatherings kindly presented by 
Eddie Chilcott .. 

During tne meetIng we signed on one new member, Mr.Yilson, and two 
former members revived their memberships. 

There will De no special event for May and it is expected tnat the 
Jubilee Tour 01' Britain will be sutficient in itself to provide for Alvis 
activity during the month of June. 

TOUR OF BRITAIN 
The ",aln -.t of the Tour in Scotland, will of course be the Dlnner and Dance at the Royal Hot .. , 

Dund ... 0," June 3rd: if vou heven't vet .... t in Vour booklng form ta ........... e tickets, vou are requested 
U) do 10 as IOCIn as poosible. Dther notable points will the "Ale ond Alvis" at the Hotel Black Baronv. 
Eddleston on June lit, lunch at the Barnton Hotel, Bamton and a film show ot the Salutation Hotel. 
Perth on June 2nd, lunch at Main's Hot" Newtonmore on June 3rd, and lunch at the Crook Inn, 
Tweedsmulr on June 4th. We look forward ta meeting a strong local contingent ot 011 th ... points. 

B.L. 

DECOKE SETS 
D.COOKSON of 19 Tro on LONDON.W.8.(Tel. 01-937-~~05) 

has a number of decoke sets including head gaskets for Alvis cars, 
as follows:- 1922/32 12/50, 12/60, (TJ ,TH,re) 1 Set 

1930/7 16.95 (TH,TC,TD,SA,SE,SD) Silver Eagle 2 Sets 
1937 17 HP 5 Sets 
1934/6 16 HP 6 cylinder 'Sixteen'. 
1938 12/70 (13.22 HP) Head only 

These are aIl available at f2 a set post free. The head gaskets are 
made of Klinger 1000 (i.e . no t copper asbestos). 

H 

sign of the approach of Spring. A welcome to.Register members Alan Cooke 
and Laurie Eccles on their annual visit to this hostelry. We were also 
pleased to see Mr.Burrows up here again after hibernation. 
Cbange of Venue 

Pl ease note tbat commencing with the May meeting (Tuesday 19th) the 
Red Lion gathering moves to a new venue "The Hindley Vakes", where a 
weI come , good food and ale, and also a huge car park is promised, part of 
which is flooalit. Appropriately too, there is a red triangle outside (that 
of Bass, Mitchell and Butlers). From Hindley town centre take , tbe A577 to
wards Manchester, and in approximately one mile, turn left up Borsdane 
Avenue, and in a quarter of a mile, there it is. Come early , the place 
gets husy lat-er on", 

The Lea Francis Owner Club has invited Alvis members to their 
"Northern Lea Francis Day" on August 9th 1970 at Lyme Park, Disley, 
Cheshire . The event consists of a Concours d'Elegance and a Mecbanical 
Fitness Test. The latter event iS to provide an opportunity for enthusiasts 
who regularly use their cars to enter a static competition and cars will 
not be Judged for appearance but for mechanical condition. The entry fee 
is lOs. and anyone wishing to compete should write for details to Mr.P.J. 
Burkill, 103 Buxton Road , Hazel Grove, Stockport, Cheshire, SK7GAJ. 

Northern Alvis Day is to be held on June 28th this year, at Riccall 
Airfi eld, Nr.Selby, Yorkshire. We have invited the Lea Francis Club, and 
they bave very kindly offered to pres~nt an award. This would take the 
form of a team of three Alvis againot three Leaf. Teams will be nominated 
and whilst they compete in their own right in the driving tests, these 
figures are abstracted and averaged, so that the best average between the 
two t eams wins the award . 

TOUR OF BRITAIN 
Thore will be two "Ale and Alvls" geHogeth .... in the Northern Section durlng, the Tour - at the 

Cairn Hotel, Harrogate on May 31st and at the Windermere Hotel, Windermere on June 4th. In additio(\. 
manv of the Tourists will be at Victoria Park, Keighlev on the aftemoon of June 5th. Welook forward 
to meeting members who are unabJe to be with us at the main events of the Tour. 

B. L. 

Meeting at The White Swan, Blyth. 7th April 
Quite a good attendance of A.O.C. and STD members. Only two AlviE 

outside, my own TA14 coupe and a Grey Lady saloon previously owned by 
John Fox and now the property of prospective member Neil Vann, who bad. 
been encouraged to pure hase same ~y member John Dearnley. Also present 
Carl and Jill Speddings and Mr. and Mrs.Wiggins, whose Speed 25 rebuild iv 
now well advanced . We also welcomed George Murray from Lincoln who is 
just putting the finishing touches to his Speed 20 spec;"l. The Tour was 
discussed and several from our meeting hope ta take par~. 
SOUTH-WESTERN SEcTION 
Meeting at The Edge cumbe Arms, Milton Abbott, Tuesday April 7th 

Four people turned up at this meeting at which Frank Bulls TC21/100 
was the only Alvis present. Later a 'phone calI from Robin Moore re~rett
ing his unavoidable absence, was received. 

As our next meeting is the annual A.S.M. and 
Friday 8th May, Milton Abbott meetings will be on 
July 7th. MIOLAND SECTION 

TOUR OF BRITAIN. 

Dinner at Le~renchard, 
Tuesdays June 2nd and 

R. Whi tfield. 

As expected we are getting salid support from the Midland Section but aven if your .e unable ta 
join the main eYents on the Tour you will still be very welcome at the Brampton Hotal, Mer Huntingdon 
(lunch time on MaV 31st). 'he New Bath Hotel. Matlock Bath levening, June 5th). or the Lonll Mvnd 
Hotel , Church Stretton (lunch time. June 6th). B. L. 
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THE 10/ 30 ALVIS 
(From a drawing by Peter Griffin, 

reproduced by kind permission of CAR magazine) 
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Section Notes - continued from Page 13 
SCOTTISH SECTION 
Annual General Meeting - l2th April 

Again it was a fine day for our enjoyable gathering at the Tinto 
Hotel, Symington for our A.G.M. with an attendance of 28. Alvises were 
rather thin on tne ground but for various good reasons such as recondition
ing work not yet completed. I, myself. tUl'ned up in a wee Ford but that 
was because th" TC2l/l00 was away on wnat my son regarded as a more im
portant mission, i.e. his honeymoon trip. He was married on the day before 
the A.G.M. 

The meeting proper started at 4 p.m. and with Rob Stewart in the 
Chair everything proceeded in a very business like manner. The Chairman 
reviewed the maia events over the pa st year and the Secretary reported on 
the matters that had arisen at the main A.G.M. at Coventry the previous 
Sunday, while the Treasurer presented hl s Financial Statement for the year 
and this also was adopted. 

The Office-bearers elected for the ensuing 
Chairman: F.R.B.Stewart (2nd year) Committee: 
Vice-Chairman: Y.Roy Henderson 
Hon.Secretary: E.E .Gamley 
Hon.Treasurer: J.R.P.Reive 

year are:
T.P.Cameron 
E. W. Cbilcott 

Scottish Alvis 

J.G.Bissett 
D.A .Inglis 
Day Commit tee: Events Organiser: W.J.Macdonald 

Hon.Auditor: I.S.Harkess W.R.Henderson, 
W.J.Macdonald 

Convener 

J.S.Brown 
J.R.P.Reive 
E.E.Gamley 

After the business part of the meeting ther~ was a break for tea and 
then we bad a n excellent show of colour slides of interesting cars and 
events taken at Alvis meetings and Vintage gatherings kindly presented by 
Eddie Chilcott .. 

During tne meet1ng we signed on one new merober, Mr.Wilson, and two 
former members revived their memberships. 

There will be no special event. for May and it is expected tbat the 
Jubilee Tour 01' Britain will be sUlficient in itself to provide for Alvis 
activity during the month of June. 

TOUROF BRITAIN 
The Ulain avent of the Tour in ScotIand. will of course be the Dinn« and Dance at the Royal Hotel, 

Dund .. o~ June 3rd: if you haven't yat sent ln your booking form to ........"e tickets, you are requested 
to do 10 as _n as poaible. Other notable points will the "Ale and Alvi." at the Hote! Black Barony. 
Eddleoton on June 1ot, lunch at the Barnton Hote!, Bamton and a film show ot the Salutation Hotel, 
Perth on June 2nd, lunch at Main's Hotel Nawtonmore on June 3rd. and lunch et the Crook Inn, 
Tweedsmulr on June 4th. We look forward to meeting a strong local contingent at ail these points. 

B.L. 

DECOKE SETS 
D.COOKSON of 19 Tro LONDON.Y.8.(Tel. 01-937-~Y05) 

has a number of decoke 
as follows:- 1922/32 

1930/7 
1937 
1934/6 6 cylinder 'Sixteen'. 
1938 (13.22 HP) Head only 

These are aIl available at L2 a set post free. 
made of Klinger 1000 (i. e . not copper asbestos). 

1 1 

for Alvis cars, 
1 Set 
Eagle 2 Sets 

The head gaskets are 

sign of the approach of Spring. A welcome to.Register members Alan Cooke 
and Laurie Eccles on their annual visit to this hostelry. Ye were also 
pleased to see Mr.Burrows up here again after hibernation. 
Change of Venue 

Please note that commencing with the May m~eting (Tuesday 19th) the 
Red Lion gathering maves ta a new venue "The Hindley 'Wakes", where a 
welcome, good food and ale, and also a huge car park is promised, part of 
which is floodlit. Appropriately too, there is a red triangle outside (t~t 
of Bass, Mitchell and Butlers). From Hindley town centre take , the A577 to
wards /olanchester , and in approximately one mile, turn left up Borsdane 
Avenue , and in a quarter of a mile, there it is. Come early, the place 
gets busy later on. 

The Lea Francis Owner Club has invited Alvis members to their 
"Northern Lea Francis Day" on August 9th 1970 at Lyme Park, Disley, 
Cheshire. The event consists of a Concours d'Elegance and a Mechanical 
Fitness Test. The latter event lS to provide an opportunity for enthusiasts 
who r egularly use their cars to enter a static competition and cars will 
not be Judged for appearance but for mechanical condition. The entry fee 
is lOs. and anyone wishing to compete should write for details to Mr.P.J. 
Burkill, 103 Buxton Road, Hazel Grove, Stockport, Cheshire, SK7GAJ. 

Northern Alvis Day is to be held on June 28th this year, at Riccal l 
Airfield, Nr.Selby, Yorkshire. We have invited the Lea Francis Club, and 
they have very kindly offered to pre&~nt an award. This would take the 
form of a team of three Alvis again~t three Leaf. Teams will be nominated 
and whilst they compete in their own right in the driving tests, these 
figures are abstracted and averaged, so that the best average between the 
two teams wins the award . 

TOUR OF BRITAIN 
There will be two "Ale and AlvÎs" get°-togethers in the Northern Section during, the Tour - at the 

Cairn Hotel, Harrogate on May 31st and at the Wind .. mere Hotel. Windermere on June 4th. In addition, 
manyof the Tourists will be at Victoria Park, Keighley on the aftemoon of June 5th. We look forward 
to meeting members who are unable to be with us 8t the main avents of the Tour. 

B. L. 

Meeting at The White Swan, Blyth. 7th April 
Quite a good attendance of A.O.C. and STD members . Only two AlviE 

outside, my own TA14 coupe and a Grey Lady saloon previously owned by 
John Fox and now the property of prospective member Neil Vann, who had 
been encouraged to purchase same 3y member John Dearnley. Also present 
Carl and Jill Speddings and Mr. and Mrs.Wiggins, whose Speed 25 rebuild is 
now weIl advanced. We also welcomed George Murray from Lincoln who is 
just putting the finishing touches to bis Speed 20 special. The Tour was 
discussed and several from our meeting hope to take par~. 
SOUTH-WESTERN SECTION 
Meeting at The Edgecumbe Arms, Milton Abbott, Tuesday April 7th 

Four people turned up at this meeting at which Frank Bulls TC2l/l00 
was the only Alvis present. Later a 'phone calI from Robin Moore re~ett
ing his unavoidable absence, was received. 

As our next meeting is the annual A.S.M. and 
Friday 8th May, Milton Abbott meetings will be on 
July 7th. MIDLAND SECTION 

TOUR OF BRITAIN. 

Dinner at Le~renchard, 
Tuesdays June 2nd and 

R. Yhi tfield. 

As expeçted we are gelting solid S\lpport from the Midland Section but aven if your are unable to 
join the main events on the Tour you will still be very welcome at the Brampton Hotel ...... r Huntlngelon 
lIunch time on May 31st). the New Bath Hotel, Matlock Bath (evening, June 5th). or the Long Mynd 
Hotel. Church Stretto" (lunch time. June 6th), B. L 

Il 



willingly expla1n how to get to the meeting. We could do w1th a few more 
at our meetings, especially someone with a Firebird, Cross & Ellis tourer. 
Mike Webb is building one up from a heap of bits, and keeps asking us the 
Most awkward questions as to where certain pieces go, or what he should 
have to fill a particular space. Andrew Manasse proudly showed us aIl a 
mangled piece of metal. Then he told the three year story of removing his 
starting handle dog! Next meeting 8th Mây • John Fairbrother. 
Meeting at The Haycutter. Broadham Green, 26th March 

The ratio of Alvis to members. Il:18. looked more healthy. partly due 
to Peter Casey's first appéarance with his Firebird and T.E., a friend 
drave one of them. Malcome and Fred attended their first meeting on an 
Alvis - their thoroughly restored TA21 which looked hopeful in its drab 
primer. Mike Sparks who joined recently to buy a TD. ended up buying a 
Sp.20 in need of complete restoration! Good to see Peter Cundall again 
with his nice Sp.20. Bob brought an obscure lump of Firefly chassis for 
Tony, whose glee when i t was handed over was qui te dispr<?portionate to the 
object. John Fox brought a set of cheap tyres for my TA21 and 1 delivered 
sorne timber for the bulkhead of Bob and Barbara's 12/50. We aIl look for
ward to long summer evenings when more time can be spent outside. 

Gerry ~1ichelmore. 
Meeting at The Amazon & Tiger, Harvel 

The meetings at The Amazon & Tiger continue regularly al~hough the 
attendance lacks quantity if not quality. The April gathering consisted 
of seven stalwarts who braved the English spring and there were three 
Alvises, two TAI4's, and a TD21. There was the usual informative dis
cussion about overhauls of various Alvis types and even more mundane 
breeds e.g. Austin 7. Whilst "lways assuming_ that the 10,000 mile decokp. 
period quoted in the TD21 handbook was very pessimistic; l must say the 
transformation in performance, especially acceleration after replacing my 
TD21's valves at 60.000 has been most startling. Nothing seemed amiss 
until the last week or so when there \lias definite fluffing but it must 
have been a case of graduaI deterioration about which the brake people 
are always warning. l hope we get more support for the meetings especially 
now the light evenings are arriving. 
Meeting at The Punchbowl, Dorking. April 

Tonight we had Colin's handsome Speed 25 ,n the centre of the Car 
Park Ilording' it over around ten post-war Alvis. John Fox arrived in his 
newly acquired '60 TD21 and Quintin Parker. here in his D/H TF21, recog
nised it as having been owned by his family when new, so John now has 
most of its previous history to hand. Pleased to see new Club President 
Ken Day and Anthony here. his Speed 25 D/H is wi th Clink for major 
restoration work. Gerry is having a bit of trouble with the M.D.T. test 
on his rebuilt TC21.. he could do with Mr. 'X's telephone number. Rod is 
progressing with his new monster and we hope that by the time this 
appears he .will have had sorne suc cess at the Palace. Prospective new mem':'" 
ber !4r. Westmacott, brought along his Grey Lady D/H and collected a mem
bership form and member lan Hay had a very weIl produced book of Classic 
Cars in Profile which he can obtain for members at a reduced priee. 

Meeting at The Fox & Goose Arthur Hardy. 

Another very large meeting here on the first Thursday of the month 
ensured that the meeting was a great success. Crystal Palace being the 
main talking point of the meeting with lots of members hard at work 
getting their Alvis cars ready for the great day. The meeting broke up 
weIl after closing time. The next meetings here are on tw1ay 7th and June 
4th. Jim Oakman. 
NORTHERN SECTION 
Meeting at The Red Lion, Haigh 

Last months aed Lion meeting was more lively than of late, a sure 
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TD21 PAGE 
"T.Dee lf writes that he has obtained an original Alvis Ltd. drawing 

of a tow-bar assembly for a TD21. In fitting it to his car. he has de
signed sorne modifications, and copies of the amended drawings (part of 
which are reproduced here) will be made available if there is sufficient 
demand .. 

The main comment on the arrangement shewn is that the diagonal 
bracing from the centre of the bar to the chassis cross member will only 
fit as intended if the petrol tank is removed to allow fitting and drill
ing of the member. Alvis raised no objections to my drilling the lower 
flange of the member and bending the braces to match the lower flange. 
Any user is advised to determine the height of the two baIl mounting holes 
necessary to obtain a level van with the normal load in the car and a 
small wife balancing on the rear bumper to simulate the caravan (or 
trailer) nose weighto 

Apart from this adjustment no problems were found in fitting the bar 
to the car once the bumper mounting bolts had been soaked for sorne time in 
a suitable easing fluid. 

A small hole wi th rubber bush in the tool well is all that is needed 
to ge t the lighting multicore to the international standard socket f or 
which the three small holes are drilled, in the tow bar vertical plate. 
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Way back in 1926, when 1 was a .ery small boy, like aIl small 
children in those days 1 was sent to bed at six o'clock regardless how 
beautiful the weather. However, 1 did not object to this and when the 
time came 1 scampered off to my bedroom, and when my nanny had seen me in 
a horizontal position of feigned sleep, 1 would nip out ,)f bed to the 
window, Wh1Ch commanded an excellent view of Dr.Barjory·s garüen, knowing 
weIl that within a few moments he would arrive home in his Alvis 12/50 
couve, which to me was the last word iu motor cars. 

Years later, when at sehoo1, 1 once got into considerable trouble 
when 1 wrote off to an Alvis Agent in Bournemouth for a catalogue of the 
1937 Speed 25 range. This 1 received by return of post, but this was not 
aIl. That evening, whilst doing my prep' in the Assembly Hall, 1 was look
ing out of the window to gain inspiration, when joy of joys! coming up 
the drive, 1 beheld a brand new Alvis Speed 25 Charlesworth Sports Saloon. 
It disappeared behind sorne trees, then came out onto the forecourt, 
sweeping round in front of me, showing off it's sweeping wings and huge 
P.lOO head lamps, until it came to a haIt right outside the window. 

After piep' 1 was summonsed to the Head Master' s study, where 1 met 
the stony st are of the occupant who informed me that 1 had wasted the 
valuable time of a salesman who had brought an Alvis car aIl the way from 
Bournemouth, as a result of my having asked for a catalogue. To deter me 
from repeating this practice, 1 was given ten pages of the English 
Dictionary to copy out starting wi th the word "automobile". By the time 1 
had reached the last page, 1 had made up my mind that one day 1 should 
HAVE a Speed 25 of my owo. 

Many years later, 1 was in a position to look for such a car . 1 was 
married with a small son just starting to go away to school, and qui te 
honestly told myself 1 could not afford it. 1 had a company car and my 
wife owned a battered old Ford Popular, but one day whilst near Leighton 
Buzzard, 1 was looking at a rather nice Hooper bodied Daimler D.H.C. and 
when the salesman asked me if he could help, 1 asked if he had any Alvis 
cars. He told me he had an old wreck in the yard at the back, and 1 went 
to see it. Old wreck be damned::, it turned out to be a 1937 Speed 25 
D.H.C. in fair condition, the chrome was pretty good, there were no dents, 
the tyres were fair, and to me it l ooked beautiful in every way. 1 asked 
for a trial run and once on the road, found myself looking down the vast 
length of bonnet with two huge P.IOO's peeping over the end either side 
of the squat radiator with it's Alvis Bird proudly sitting on it's perch. 
It was blood red with black hood and interior. The exhaust system was not 
aIl that it should have been, but this added to my thrill as we bur bled 
along, and made me aIl the more enthusiastic. 

1 went home and told my wife about it, and she being the sort of 
... ife aIl Alvis Owoers should make sure they have when taking the marriage 
vows, told me i t sounded terri fic and urged me to buy i t. That night, how .. 
ever. the radio informed us of the Cuban Crisis, and 1 began to feel that 
1 was too late, but as the days went by and it seemed there was no way of 
averting another World War, 1 got a friend of mine to drive me over to 
Leighton Buzzard, and 1 BOUGHT my first Alvis, telling myself that if 
there WAS a war, at least 1 should be able to follow the example of the 
man in Neville Shute's book "On The Beach", and when the atomic bombs 
started to fall, 1 would be able to sit in the driving seat of my Alvis 
with a bottle of whisky and die at the wheel, having realized my ambition: 

Kennedy sorted out the Cuban affair, and 1 was spared to st art to 
enjoy my pure hase , 1 named her "Thunderbox" and loved her as a man does 
his own soule 1 shall always reme mber the endless hours of fun 1 had with 
that car, the number was CVC 3, a~most my initiaIs. 1 eventually sold her 
ta a young student studying engineering at Aberdee n University, and he 
earried on the love for the old girl and drave her up and down from 
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aIl the petrol is burnt and aIl the oxygen used up. A mixture in the ratio 
of 7:1 air to petrol to 20:1 by weight will burn. Theoretically the correct 
chemic al ratio is 15:1 but this does not give the maximum power. This is 
produced at a ratio of about 12.5:1 while the most economical ratio is 
about 17:1. Now you can appreciate what a difficult job the carburetter 
has to do. 

Should you now feel thoroughly confused about the correct choic e of 
petrol let me summarise with the following practical points -

1. Ensure that ignition timing is s e t correctly. 
2. Choose a petrol one grade higher in octane rating than that which 

causes your engine ta pink. No harm is caused by using an even 
higher brade but this is generally less economical. 

3. Different brands of petrol with the same octane rating may give a 
different performance, the octane rating is a good guide but is 
not the only criterion. 

4. It is not safe ta conclude that your car has the same octane re
quirement as an "identical" model driven by someone else. 

SOUTH-EASTERN SECTION 
Crystal Palace 

SECTION NOTES 

When you read these notes 15th National Alvis Day will have began a 
pleasant memoir (1 hope) and 1 would like to thank aIl those peopl e who 
he lped ta organise and run the event on the daYt Many of whom were not 
mentione d in the programme. My special thanks go to the marsha ls, who by 
the very nature of the job, were sometimes rather far from the action but 
without whose help the event could not have taken place. 
Cavalcade of Alvis Cars Spring International Meeting 

Unfortunately this event has had to be cancelled due to a very full 
programme a t the event. However 1 am in contact with the Circuit Manager 
and it is still hoped to run a cavalcade at a later meeting this yea r. 
Meanwhile 1 would like to thank aIl the membeps who offered their cars 
and'trust 1 can calI on them at a l ater date . Maurice Ga llaher 

S.E.Secretary 

TOUR OF BRITAIN START, MAY 31ST. 

We look forward to seeipg a goodly arrayof non-participating Alvises at the start of the Tour, which 
will be at Imperial College, Exhibition Road, South Kensington, from 9 a.m. The recommended lunch 

stop will be at the Brampton Hotel, on the A 1 west of Huntingdon, 50 why oot accompany Uli as far 
as there1 IncidentaUy (as we have no iqea how many spectators will congregate there from the South
Eastern and Midland Sections) perhaps spectators will bring their own sandwiches as we don't want to 

risk starving the Tourists. B. L. 

Meeting at The Green Man, Herongatoe, Monday 6th April 
The regulars, Stan Goss, Phil Robertson, ~lr. and Mrs.Hutchins, W .. ndy 

and myself were joined by Mr.Hillman, Mr.Clarke, Mr.Morton? a nd a friend 
of Phil's who owns a Bentley. The discussions included a comparison be
tween the 4t Bentley and the 4.3 Alvis. The conclusion being that the 
Alvis was technically more advanced but possibly the Bentley more refined. 
Three members from this meeting have entered for eryRta l Palac e which i s 
quite a good record. Only three Alvis graced the car park these be ing 
Phil 's Sil ver Eagle, Mr.Hutchins' TE21 and ~lr.Hillman's TC21/100. The 
evening was rounded off very nicely with a run in first the Silve r Eagle 
foll o\;ed by the TE21, two very different cars but at the same time 
typically Alvjs. 
Meeting a t The Master Builder's House, Buckler's Hard. 10th April 

Several me!IIbers and fri ends gathered for an interesting discussion, 
but 1 wonder if anyone e l s e t ried to come. As l was coming through Beau
lieu, as a passenger in a Lagonda, a white TA2l with a red hood \"lent the 
other way. If i t was a member, if he contacts me (Hythe 82343) 1 will 
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low speed running, acceleration and high speed ru~ing. It must be 
sufficiently volatile to give good cold starting but not too volatile to 
cause vapour locks in hot weather. Petrols supplied to garages in winter 
and sunwer differ slightly in this respect to compensate for the change in 
climate. 

Additives are also blended with the basic fuel to irnpart various 
beneficial properties, Lead ,cornpounds such as tetraethyl and tetramethyl 
lead are !..lsed to improve the octane nwnber required by modern engines. 

100~------~-------.--------,---~~~ 

98~------~------~------~~~~~~ 

96~------~-------+~~~~~~--~ 

71 8:1 9:1 10:1 
COtv1PRESSION RATIO 

TYPICAL OCTANE REQUIREtv1ENTS 

STAR RATINe.s AND OCTANE NUMBERS 

B.S. 4040 
TYFICAL PRICE 1 TYPICAL 

MIN.OCTANE No. 
PER GALLON CmIPRESSION 

STAR RATING RATIO 
•• 90 6s.2d. Below 7:1 

••• 94 6s.4d. 7 to 8:1 
•••• 97 6s.6d. 8 to 10: 1 

••••• 100 6s.9d. Over 10:1 

Note. Grades of petrol are marketed with octane numbers higher than the 
minimum allowed by the British Standard classification ie. 5 star may be 
101 octane. Price~ quoted are typical of the London area and may vary in 
other regions or with local incentive schemes. 

Scavenger additives are included to combine with the lead during the com
bustion process and remove it with the exhaust gases in a harmless forme 
This prevents the build-up of lead deposits in the engine. Inhibitors are 
used to prevent the formation of gummy deposits in the fuel system, and 
icing of the carburetter. 

No matter which grade of pet roI you use it has the same job to do 
once inside the engine. Petrol, a hydrocarbon, combines with the oxygen in 
the air to provide energy together with oxides of carbon and water. Ob
viously there is a right mixture strength of air and petrol to ensure that 
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Milford to Aberdeen for three years without her glvlng him any real 
trouble. Alas, on the one occasion when he came by train owing to snow, 
he put her in a public garage and drained the rad'" but whilst he was 
away sorne clot went for an unauthorised joy ride in her and wrecked the 
engine, and she was sold for practically nothing. However, about a year 
later we heard that an Alvis Owner had found her and bestowed aIl his 
loving affection on her and 1 understand that she is now in even better 
condition than when we had her. 1 would dearly love to hear from her 
present owner if he is reading this article. 

My next Alvis was a Speed 25 Charlesworth Saloon ASG 305. 1 spent 
the earth on this car and had eight years ofwonderful enjoyment with it 
spending far too much money making it beautiful both engine wise and 
bodily, and 1 am sure aIl members who attended the Master Builder's 
Meeting at Beaulieu will remember. 1 was pleased that 1 had the opportun
ity of entering it for the Cavalcade at Crystal Palace last year, where 
it was much admired by aIl, and many photographs were taken by other en-
thusiasts. 

But one is never satisfied, and last June 1 parked my business car 
in a garage in Bournemouth and on my way out saw a perfectly magnificent 
1964 TD21 Series 3 D. H. C. in Peony Red with chromium plated wire wheels, 
standing there for sale. On examination 1 found it to be in "mint" con
dition with a genuine 10,000 miles on the clock, it had belonged to a 
lady who used it for shopping, and had got tired of it and it hadn't been 
used since 1966. Once again dear wife was consulted, and 1 returned and 
bought it, but 1 had to get rid of my business car and use the Alvis for 
this purpose instead. ASG also had to go but 1 was lucky enough to sell 
her to another Alvis Owner who had' two Sp.25's D.H.C.s and two Lagondas 
and a Bentley, so she is in good hands and lives in a centrally heated 
garage to which she has always been accustomed. 

Since June 1 have done another 18,000 miles in the TD which has been 
absolute bliss, and wherever she goes people shower admiring glances 
upon her and want to know all about the car. 1 have named her "Thunder
box 2" and 1 often think about her predecessor and the Cuban Crisis which 
prompted me into starting the realization of my childhood ambition. 

BULLETIN INDEX-V 
Buying and Selling 
Warnings 12/57, 12/58, 1/59 

P.Andrews, New Zealand 11/65 
Bristol Siddeley 1/62, 8/66 
M.Cairnes, Hereford, 12/59, 3/65 
Chequers Service Station, Colnbrook, 9/59, 2/63 
J.H.Galt Ltd. Glasgow, 4/58 
Garnets, Nottingham, 11/60 
Halesowen Motor Works, Birmingham, Il/58 
Henlys Ltd. 8/66 
Hurst Park Autos (Wooding) 8/68 
H.C.Hutchinson Ltd., Edinburgh , 7/66 
G.S.Oscraft & Co. Ltd., Nottingham, 11/59 
Readons, Sunbury, 10/68 
W.J.Skelly Ltd., Motherwell, 1/61 
Wardie Garage (Farr) Edinburgh, 5/63 
A.G.Wilson Ltd . Leeds, 3/58 
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C.V.Sharp, 
Field House, 
Milford-on-Sea, 
Hants. 



Caravanning and Touring 
General 6/61, 7/61 
Section 2/60, 3/60, 11/60 
TD21 5/69 
Tactics 6/60 
Towing cars 1/64, 8/65 

Competi tions 
Alvis Day 6/58, 6/58, 7/59, 6/60, 6/61, 6/62, 6/62, 7/63, 6/64, 6/66, 

7/67P, 7/68P, 8/68, 4/69, 6/69 
Alvis Day Aggregate Trophy 11/60, 7/62, 8/62, 10/62, 9/63, 11/63, 8/64, 

7/65, 9/65, 10/65, 5/66, 8/66, 9/66, 10/66, 5/68, 8/68, 11/68 
Alvis Trophy 2/59, 11/60, 2/61, 6/61, 4/63, 12/63, 1/65, 3/65, 6/65, 9/65, 

12/65, 3/66, 7/66, 8/66, 10/66, 11/66, 12/66, 1/67, 8/67, 10/67, 12/67, 
12/67, 2/68, 12/68 

Club Rallies 3/58, 3/58, 5/58, Il/58, 5/59, 1/60, 4/61, 11/62, 7/64, 
Club Sprint 2/59, 4/63, 6/63, 6/63, 3/64, 5/64, 5/64, 5/65 , 5/65, 5/66 
Competition licences 1/69 
Competition secretary 12/57, 1/58 
Concours judging 1/63, 8/64, 9/69 
Concours in U.S. 3/66 ----
Driving tests 9/59, 10/59, Il/59, 11/60, 11/62, 10/63, 5/64, 6/64 
Invitation concours 7/66, 10/67P 
Invitation driving tests 3/61, 8/66 
Invi tation race meetings 6/58., 10/67, 5/68, 2/69P 
Invitation rallies 12/57, 8/58, 1/59, 9/59, 1/60, 4/61, 11/63, 10/67, 12/68 
Invitation sprints and hillclimbs 3/58, 6/58, 7/58, 10/58, 2/59, 7/59, 2/60, 

5/60, 6/60, 3/61, 5/61, 10/64, 2/65P, 10/65, 8/66, 10/66, 2/67, 4/67, 
6/67, 8/67, 10/67, 6/68, 11/68, 10/69 

Judgment Day 3/69, 3/69 
Land's End Trial 10/68 
Master concours 4/68, 5/68, 3/69 
Midland Alvis Day 8/59, 8/60, 8/62, 8/63, 8/64P, 8/65, 8/65, 9/65P, 8/66P, 

8/67P, 11/68, 11/68, 1/69, 9/69 
North American Alvis Day 11/68P, 4/69P 
Northern Alvis Day 8/59, 8/60, 8/62, 8/64, 8/67, 8/68, 9/69 
Nurburgring 2/67 
Photo competition 5/69, 7/69, 10/69 
Racing Team 12/57, 12/57, 1/58, 2/58, 3/58, 9/58 
Scottish Alvis Day 10/60, 10/64, 10/65, 10/66, 10/67, 10/68, 10/69, 10/69 
~crutineering 4/67, 7/68 
Skidpan 11/62, 5/63, 8/67 , 10/67 
Social Runs 12/65 
Teaser 6/64 
V.S.C.C. Driving Tests 2/59, 1/64, 4/67 
V.S.C.C. Hill climbs and sprints 9/68, 10/69 
V.S.C.C. Race meetings 11/62, 8/63, 10/63, 5/64, 7/64, 10/64P, 8/65, 9/65 , 

9/65, 7/66, 8/66, 2/67, 5/67, 9/67, 10/67, 4/68, 6/ 68, 6/69, 9/69 
V.S.C.C. Rallies 12/66P 
Insurance 
Agreed value 11/61, 11/65 
C.Howard & Sons 5160, 6/63 
Anthony Hyde-East 2/67 
H.J.Symons & Co. 12/57 , 10/58 
1'ouring 
Continental Tour 12/57, 1/ 58 , 4/58, 8/58 
Continental Touring 3/58~62, 2/63, 11/63P , 12/63, 10/64, 11/6;, 7/65P, 

India to U.K. in a 
Sil ver Eagle 10/66 
Speed 20 12/63 

1/67, 2/67, 11/67, 3/68 , 8/68, 9/68 
12/50, 8/59 

JH 

**** 
PETROL: 

91, 93, 95, 97, 99, 101. 7 7 

STARS AND OCTANE NUMBERS 

This is the (ifst of three articles which we have commissioned trom B.P. to mark the;r support of the 
Jubilee Tour of Britain. The author is Brian Sismey, the we/l-known Speed 20 exponent, who for once is 
forsaking his usual stamping ground in B.P. ~s industriallubricants division. 

In tne paSL we have be en accustomed to buying petrol under the name 
of Super, Premium, Speci al etc. but now star ratings and octane numbers 
are displayed on the pumps. Also many garages have installed a single 
pump that ca n dispense the full range of fuels from one nozzle. Which is 
the i deal pe trol for your car? Many motorists are not clear in their minds 
as to what it aIl means, so let us try to help you to read your stars. 

The octane number of a fuel is a number given to a petrol to describe 
its anti-knock characteristic; the higher numbers having the better re
s istance to knocking. Most drivers will have heard at sorne time their car 
e ngine 'pink' or knock when accelerating hard from low revs. To under
s t and what causes this phenomenon let us consider what happens in the 
cylinder of a n engine. The piston compresses the mixt'ure of petrol and air 
which is ignited by a spark at the right moment. Ideally the flame should 
spread rapidly from the plug throughout the whole combustion chamber until 
the mixture is compl et ely burnt , imparting a steady pressure on the piston 
croWD. However if conditions are not right, when the initial combustion 
t akes place it increases the press ure in the cylinder and compres ses the 
r emaining unburnt mixture with a corresponding rise in temperature 
sufficient to ignite itself. This will be almost an explosion and imparts 
a hammer like blow on the cylinder and piston. The resulting vibrations 
creating the knocking nois e. This results in an increase of mechanical 
and thermal s tresses in the engine. 

Knocking ca n occur at low speed or high speed. Low speed knock is 
easily detect ed as it can readily be heard. The remedy is to use a fuel 
with a higher octane number. High speed knock is not so easy to detect as 
it may be drowned by mechanical noise at the higher engine speed. Also it 
may ooly occur with the engine working under load and 50 cannot be readily 
reproduced wi t h your head under the bonnet. This type of knock may be 
caused by deficiencies in the fuel blend. 

The octane number displayed on pet roI pumps is determined in the 
laboratory by testing the fuel under rigidly controlled conditions of 
speed and temperature in a single cyl ioder engine with a variable com
pression ratio. The petrol being rated is compared with a blend of two 
other hydrocarbons iso-octane and n-heptane. Used alone n-heptane is a 
poor 'anti-knocker' and provides the starting point of the octane scale . 
Iso-octane used alone is assigned the top value of 100. If the petrol 
being tested matches the anti-knock performance of, say. 95% iso-octane and 
5% n-heptane. it is credited with an octane number of 95. Although this 
method provides the basis for the comparison of various grades of petrol, 
it is Dot the final criterion in determining the performance of fuels on 
the road. A car engine has more than one cylinder and works under varying 
conditions due to load, 5peed, ambient temperature and standard of main
tenance. Even different engines of the same make and model may vary slight
ly in their requirements. However, in a far from perfect world the pub
lished octane number on the pet roI pump is the best guide currently known 
for comparing different petrols. 

The petrol that you buy is u",,,ally a blend of fuels refined by 
diffe re nt praces s e H t.u l'nable it to C'va}Joratc at the ideal rate during 



their machines and the glorious scenery, and partook of yet another break
fast type of meal, al though i t was well past noon." (The Motor, May 26th) 

"As to the second test hill i t proved to · be no hill at all , but only 
a five-mile climb on top gear, and , as each driver held his car steadily 
into the gathering mist, through that mist, and out ab ove it, the one 
source of wonder was whether, concealed in the last mile, there must Dot 
be some fearful slopè to justify the test - a fear that caused many to 
forget the wonderful panorama below them. Steep slope however, there was 
none, a nd down the pass aIl the way to Rommano Bridge the whole string of 
cars went merrily, for the drivers could Dot resist the waving and cheer
ing of the groups of small children and bunches of grown-up people who had 
gathered at each corner or post of vantage. Vnder this applause every man 
drew himself up a little and became noticeably less tired as his dusty 
car purred onwards and the miles on the recorder dial showed the total 
nearly run. At last the lights of Liberton, beneath the blue grey hills of 
Edinburgh, came into view.-(The, Autocar, May 29th). 
POST-SCRIPT - by G.P.H. de ~'reville. 

"Let us seek consolation in every misfortune that befalls us. 
To be baulked at the bot tom of Kirkstone and brought to a standstill; 

to restart immediately in the thick mud without non-sklds; to be going so 
fast at the summit of the Pass that, as stated in The Autocar, one is com
pelled to slow up before being able to overtake another car - and then to 
be said (officially) to have "failed on Kirkstone" is a grim jest that 
must suffi ce for my reward, in place of the gold medal that 1 had hoped to 
obtain with the Alvis. 

But 1 cànnot jain those who are sO , severely criticising the organi 
sation of the run. On the contrary, 1 consider the organisation was quite 
remarkable. 1 am afraid very few people can realise the enormous arnount of 
work entailed in preparing the route and route cards, and arranging for 
some-one to be at practically every corner to direct the competitors. Or, 
do the critics appreciate the strain upon the resources of comparatively 
small provincial hotels, in providing about 500 meals at unearthly hours? 
Personally, except for a few minor discomfarts - incidental ta the circum
stances of the run - 1 thought the organisation was splenilid." (The Auto
car, June 12th). 

THE LATE ED. NORRIS 
As mentioned at the A.G.M., a superb trophy, featuring a model of a 

crash helmet and a pair of string-backed gloves, has been given by the 
Club in memory of our late Treasurer, Ed.Norris. First winner, at the 
1969 Duxford Sprint, was F.Vernon Jones. 

In addit ion, a si lver tray has been given to Nrs.Norris, who has 
written us the following letter:-

'~ay 1 thank you and the council most sincerely for the beautiful 
tray. 1 think someone on the council must have second sight, as our 
Silver Wedding would have been last year, and the tray is exactly what my 
husband was going to buy me, so thank you. aIl very much. 

We are now living at 59 Cherry Hinton Raad, Cambridge in a 'semi
camping state' as there is a lot to be done to the house, but at least 
we 1ve moved and J 1ve got a part-time job, 50 we progresse 

Yours sincerely, 
Lavinia Norris." 

INVITATION 
W'e arc invited to take part in the Cavalcade of Hotoring at Sandbcck 

Park, nr.Rotherham on July 12th in aid of the York Minster Appeal. Details 
from our member Carl Speddings, Home Farm, Firbcck, nT. ~orksop, Notts. 
(Tel. Maltby 2168). 

(i 

READERS WRITE 
FROM DAVID M. JOBSON-SCOTT of NORTHAM, N.DEVON 

1 have just returned from a 5-month overland trip, by motor caravan 
to South Africa via India. This has been one of the MOSt memorable ex- ' 
periences of my life and my one great regret is that 1 couldn't use an 
Alvis. 

Having do ne the journey, 1 now see th~t, in fact, one could do the 
journey quite easily , except for the dreaded "ground clearance". The route 
out to India is, in MOSt places, quite excellent , the worst stretch being 
300 miles of "washboard" desert. 

The Africa route is, at present, out, as the Hell run in Tanzania is 
quite horrifying. Kenya, Zambia and Rhodesia are aIl excellent, so when 
the new highway through Tanzania is completed (2-3 years), it will be 
perfectly possible to drive aIl the way from Mombasa to Cape Town - in an 
Alvis of course. 

You May wonder why 1 have written to the A.O,C. about a trip done in 
ordinary tinware. The reason is quite simple - 1 was astonished ta see 
two Alvis on my travels. 1 own a TAl4 D,H.C. and was overjoyed to see a 
green TB14 in West Pakistan. 1 was unable to catch the car but a month 
later, in Bombay (The Fountain Square) 1 saw a dark blue TAl4 D.H,C. This 
time 1 was determined to meet the owner, sa left a message in the car for 
the owner to meet me for drinks. Much to my delight, he turned up and we 
had a wonderful natter about Alvis. 1 hope that he will join the Club as 
he is very keen - but very isolated from other Alvis owners. ' 

My one regret, now that 1 have returned to V.K. is that my very tight 
schedule prevented me from calling on Dr.Hanford in Luonshya, Zambia and 
J.1r. ~reger, of Germiston, South Africa. Bath were almost on my route, but 
hav1ng spent too much time in Game Parks, 1 was compelled to drive like 
Mad to get to my destination and back to V.K. in time to keep my job. 

1 needn't have bothered after aIl , as 1 contracted appendicitis in 
Durban, sa am on sick leave after having had my appendix out. C'est la vie, 
n'est ce pas?~! 

FROH P. G. R. DVFF of BD>tBRIDGE, 1. O. W. 
In the process of unpacking 1 came upon the enclosed old photo of 

my parents standing proudly by the side of one of his fleet of taxis in 
the year of 1930. It is a Hudson Essex; this particular car "''aS converted 
into a hearse and eventually "died" around 1949. The main point of this 
photograph is the badge on the radiator. The old inverted triangle. 1 am 
unable to rememb er the colour or details of the Hudson's engine etc. Per
haps another member may remember more about them. 

Incidentally, l'm looking into the possibility of starting a monthly 
A.O.C. meet here on the Island. 

l!J 



FROM W.E.FRETWELL of TONBRIDGE KENT. (This letter has been s ueezed out 
of earlier issues 

Upon looking through the December Bulletin again and reading the 
Editorial a little mo~e carefully 1 realised that you had invited con
tributions in singing the praises of Ken Day. 1 should hate ta miss this 
opportunity and am hopeful in not being tao late for the February issue 
as the January copy reached me only a few days ago . 

Actually 1 feel indirectly responsible for having put Ken where he 
bas remained for everyone's benefit for the past 18 years. 

It aIl happened one Saturday morning. We used to work on Saturdays 
(1) in 1952, when 1 was walking along East Cheap in the City on my way ta 
the office, and saw a Firefly saloon parked opposite Lloyd's Bank. 

1 had r ecently joined the newly reconstituted Alvis Owner Club and 
been persuaded to go on the Committee.We were aIl very keen to rope in 
new members and no Alvis was safe! 1 duly left an invitation to join on 
the Firefly, tucked behind one of the wipers. 

1 think it was later that day that Ken phoned me and expressed his 
desire to join. 1 took him along to our next meeting which happened to 
be in Richmond and before long he took over from the retiring secretary. 

For a short while he was secretary of the S.E. Section and at ' a 
meeting up North was elected General Secretary of the whole Club. 1 used 
to see a lot of him in those days. 1 seem to remember we had monthly 
meetings of the S.E.Section, and he used to attend most of them. The l ate 
Charlie Chace had succeeded him as S.E. Secretary and 1 was Treasurer 
then. Ray Spain and Jock Stephen were also regular attendants . We were aIl 
very keen t hen. Rallies and concours meetings were held quite frequently. 
Ken was always MOSt helpful and 1 don't know how he found time ta do it 
aIl. 

1 remember meeting him quite often for lunch, too, at that time and 
the A.O.C. was al ways discussed. He kept at it when, unfortunately, 1 had 
ta take a less active interest in the Cl~b due to pressure of work and 
less time , having moved further away from London. 

1 have always continued to admire his enthusiasm for the Alvis Caus e. 
As a final ward allow me ta say how much 1 have enjoyed the New Look of 
the Bulletin. 

FROM B.H.C. (Partially depressed), of Assington 
Mr.Thompson's poetic explanation of S.U. carburetter float levels 

gave me sorne food for thought - not about carburetters but 1 could not 
immediately grasp the line of his argument. 1 can only assume that he is 
referring to an absolue vacuum whereas 1 took care ta say that 'the 
vacuum in a carburetter is obviously not absolute'. Mr.Thompson does in
deed concede that lA depression exists' and surely a depression is another 
term for a partial vacuum? 1 did not in addition go into the problem of 
what caused the depression at tbe jet and Mr.ThompsQn is certainly part
ially correct in attributing some of it to be due ta airflow over the jet. 

Might 1 suggest however that if it were possible ta simultaneously 
and perfectly seal both the inlet and outlet of a carburetter on a 
running engine a depression would exist in the carburetter and fuel would 
flow up the jet - it still being under atmospheric pressure. Note that 
under these conditions there would be no airflow over the jet. 

May 1 end by quoting from a paper on the S.U. Carburetter read to 
the Institution of Mechanical Engineers on the 22nd January, 1963 -

'Since the carburetter is of the constant vacuum type the depression 
at the jet never falls below its normal operating value, and it is for 
this reason that variations of fuel leve l in the float chamber are un-
important. ' 

THE LONDON TO EDINBURGH TRIAL 
Whitsun , 1920 

This Jubilee Year, we turn our minds back not only to the advent of 
the 10/30 car, the first Alvis, in 1920, but also to the London to Edin
burgh Trial, which saw the competition debut of the marque - and its 
first success~ 

Judging by contemporary reports in ''The Autocar" and "The Motor tl , 

the 10/30 car which G.P.H. de Freville drove in the Trial was the proto
type, but nevertheless bore a strong resemblance to the sole surviving 
1921 car which is now owned by Alvis Ltd. It wore rather broad wings and 
running boards, far wider than the beaded-edge tyres seemed to require 
(cf.the balloon tyres on the 1921 car), and de Freville drove in most 
Spartan conditions, with the divided windscreen open, hood down, and HO 
sidescreens . The Motor commented on its clean lines - "a neat little job"
unlike the A. B.C. entered by a certain Captain S . C.H. Davis, which "looked 
a little crude". 

We read that the Alvis left the start at Highgate Hill at 10.59f p.m. 
on Friday 21st May, towards the end of the list of 386 starters. The 
course ran from London via Baldock, Biggleswade, Doncaster, Aberford, 
Otley, Ilkley, Skipton, Kendal, Winderme!e, Kirkstone Pass, Patterdale, 
Penrith, Carlisle, Gretna Green, Beattock, Liberton to Croall's Garage, 
Edinburgh. The entry fee had been il.lO.O., and, to gain a gold medal, a 
maximum of 15 minutes earliness and 10 minutes lateness was set - or 30 
minutes lateness for a silver medal. In addition, the stretches from 
Ambleside to Patterdale (taking the steeper road over Kinstone Pa$s) and 
from near Moffat to "Source of Tweed" had to be covered non-stop to 
qualify for a gold. 

The run up the North Road was completed with little incident, despite 
the "disgustingly bad surface between Stamford and Grantham". Maj or Oates' 
Lagonda turned over after hi tting a bridge parapet near Bawtry. "But a 
little further and the A.B.C. crew picked up a suitcase which had fallen 
from Meldrum's Hampton, and which contained a most startling pair of 
pyjamas a little the worse for r olling in the road, a trophy duly handed 
back to its cheery owner at the control at Ilkley. In Doncaster itself 
was another c heck , but few lingered long thereat, the desire for a second 
breakfast urging them on to Ilkley." (The Autocar, May 29th) . 

"Pract icaUy the whole of the Kirkstone Pass was enwrapt by a dark 
Scotch mi st . A following wind made the engines hotter, and so, over the 
slimy surface, with radiators steaming, and cars dodging unfortunates who 
had fallen by the wayside, the piece de resistance of the 1920 London
Edinburgh was met and overcome. 

A good deal of baulking took place, for competitors were not spaced 
out a t the bottàm of the hill, and the road was narrow. Thousands had 
assembled at the summit, where the mi st was so thick that it was im
possible to see more than 20 yards, and aIl those who made clean ascents 
are heartily to be congratulated. Easily the fastest was the Straker
Squire - as might be expected. Very good climbs were made by the Hamptons, 
the new Alvis, driven by Mr. de Freville, was fast and steady . Captain 
Brittain's Calthorpe boiled a little, as did the Hillman and the Ruston
Hornsby. The Angus-Sanderson, with its engine in a heated flurry, due ta 
making up time beforehand, climbed surely until baulked - very bad luck on 
its driver, who, we understand, has lodged a proteste 

A.Day-Leeds and Warren-Lambert were in difficulties, but the Eric
Campbell, Darracq, Douglases, and A.B.C. with the Fards, Mr.Maybury's 
Velie, and the Chandler, made no bones about it. A very good ascent was 
that of Mr.Empson 's A.V. monocar, who roared up easily, while the Aston
Martin, Bugatti, and Mr.Stead's A.C. (three up) were other notable climbs. 

The Pass conquered, the steep descent was faced, trying the brakes 
severely, and Patterdale was the next control, where drivers eulogized 
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RALLYING CALL, 1970 

J 
gai 

To the tune of "Mai ri 1 s Wedding" -

.. Pt .. .. J 1 J .. J " ~ J J J 
-ly, on we g o, He el for he e l 

Alvis Owners onward go, 
Vintagents wi th heel-and-toe., 
Rallying from high and low 
Round the Red Triangle. 

Summoned by the far- flung cry 
See the Alvis Hare s weep by, 
See the Sil ver Eagle fly 
O'er the Red Triangle. 

Alvis Owners onward go , etc. 

Sound the horn and sound it shrill 
Over heather, over hill, 
Toot i t twice for ~lember Phil 
(Regal Red Triangle) . 

Alvis Owners onward go, etc. 

and 

Join the drive to Yorkshire Dales, 
North to Scottish peaks and vales, 
South again through Lakes and Wal es , 
AlI for Red Triangl e . 

Alvis Owners onward go , etc . 

Fifty years of craft go past, 
Well-constructed, stylish , fast, 
Built by Alvis, built to last -
Eternal Red Triangle l 

Alvis Owners onward go, etc . 

J i J 
to e for toe 

Eric Stapleton. 

FROM PHILIP EDBROOK of OLDHAM, LANCS 
. In answer to Peter Black' s request for information on "Sferex" V. H. T. 

Pa1nt. (The V.H.T. s1mply stands for very h1gh temperature) 1 used this 
product in the early days when 1 rebuilt my M.G. and after having the ex
haust manifold sandblasted to remove aIl the old paint etc. It lasted 
about 2 months after which it started to burn off in the area where the 4 
branches came together, and there was obviously a build-up of heat. It was 
then given another coat to coyer this and this lasted an even shorter 
period of time. The wife finally used the tin up for spraying leaves for 
Christmas decorations (for this it worked very weIl). On my Alvis 1 have 
simply wire brushed the manifold and given it two coats of a product 
called "Stixeat". This lasts approximately 3 months after which 1 give it 
another coat. (Compared with Sperex it costs 2s.6d. a tin). 

The exhaust pipes Mv. Black ~s seen are probably vitreous enamelled. 
This does not disco~our, but i~ 16 very expensive and must 
be handled with great care as it is in fact a coating of glass. 1 do not 
feel it is terribly practical as it can crack where local pressure is, 
due to securing bolts etc. Alas , there do es not seem to be a true answer 
except perhaps metal spraying or cadmium plating. (Rumbold's manifold 
has been aluminium sprayed and seems to be lasting weIl - Ed.) 

FROM KENNETH E. TINGLEY of LOS ALTOS, CALIFORNIA 
Enclosed are two photographs which you may consider to be of interest 

to A.O.C. Bulletin members. They are of a metal sculptor's model of my 
1937 Speed 25 Charlesworth Saloon. This type of art- form ("Al vis in Art?") 
is of growing acceptance here in the U.S. A. but to the best of my know
ledge, Mr.Jeff Thomas, who was commissioned to do this, is the only per
son using sheet brass and plated copper wire in s uch an imaginative way. 
As you will see , he has taken artistic licence with some of the features 
but has captured the basic lines and "spirit" of the car rather weU. The 
model is about 8 inches in length. 

The actual car has been in the U.S .A. about 2 years now and attracts 
a lot of interest. The Alvis name is not at aU weU known so a typical 
query is ""'hat year Rolls is that • . ,,?tI or the more discerning might say 
Bentley or even Lagonda. 

(Nuw we klluw what they meall wlte" tltey say "if you can't beat 'em,join 'em;' - Ed) 
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FROM R.GORDON, of 134 Taikata Road, Te Atatu, Auckland, New Zealand. 
As far as l can ascertain l am the proud owner of the only Alvis 

Firebird in New Zealand, Car No . 17945, Engine No. 13333, Chassis No. 
12884. 

It was first owned and presumably imported by The Hon. Mrs.P.A. 
Bulter (or Butter) in 1939. Unfortunately the previous owners to myself 
have removed and disposed of aIl the do or panels, also there has been a 
truly non original dash installed which l would like to replace with a 
genuine Firebird styling. Other than the aforementioned and two gauges 
namely fuel and water tempo the car is quite complete . 

If it is at aIl possible l would be grateful if anyone could send me 
sorne phOl,ographs or description of the door panéls and dash lay-out in the 
original style, also the bumper on the rear if there ever was one on the 
Firebird. 

FROM IAN CROSSLAND of WALSALL, STAFFS. 
Being the proud, if impoverished owner of a 1935 Firebird, Croso & 

Ellis saloon, in as fine concours condition as a combination of daily use 
and a teacher's salary will allow, may 1 point out the neglect felt, not 
only by myself, but I would imagine by aIl Firebird owners . Other tban an 
article on Tuning a Firebird engine l cannot recall within the past year 
or two any information or articles, let alone photographs of this "po or
man's" Alvis. 

As regards ·the Firebird in the Alvis heirarchy one begins to wonder 
if it warrants the noble red-triangle on its radiator shelll Having once 
in a fit of fi nancial depression contemplated selling my "raison d' e tre" 
1 was appalled to receive offers, sorne from club members, in the region 
of ~75-~125 • How the mighty have fallenl To see the revered Red Tria ngle 
in the same priee range as the pre-war Austin 7 or Morris ~1inor .. The 
usual comment being - "1 wouldn't pay more than that for a Firebird ...... 
for a Speed 20-25 yes ••••• a Firebird ••••• nol" 

Yet in rarity value alone, in the Midlands area, where 1 live, the 
Firebird as a thorough-bred Alvis has one up on the Sp.20's, 25's, TA14's, 
etc. etc. 

Reading the new members lists one sees inumerable of these but hardly 
ever a Firebird, while on attending meetings the only oth"r one 1 have 
seen is Mr.Bob Mummery's blue s ports version from Birmingham. 

I would be interested to know how many Firebirds still running are 
registered wi th the Club, and also .. if a nyone would be interested in taking 
a scrap, but complet", 1933 Silver Eagle with loads of spares, off my 
hands . 
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loss of his services is a very considerable blow to the Club. 
Jock Stephen has been a weIl known Club figure for almost twenty 

years and must have covered a greater number of racing miles in an Alvis 
than any ot her pers on since the war. He has done so much in the Club that 
one ls staggered to find he had time to go to work as weIll For Many 
years he carried oul the very time consuming work involved in dealing 
with members ' RAC memberships and has just handed over as South-Eastern 
Section Chairma" and Technical Editor (Post-War Cars). For several years 
he has run the driving tests at National Alvis Day when the standard of 
organisation has been of an order which any Club would be proud. Jock 
Stephen however is the only member who has raced an Alvis consistently 
year in and year out~ spending very considerable swas of moner in doing 
so and , in a vehicle capable of about 125 m.p.h. risking his neck every 
time he do es so. Jock may have relinqu;shed sorne of his administration 
tasks but l am sure l speak for every member in saying that we hope he 
will continue to uphold A!vi ~/A.O.C. presti~ on the rar.e track for many 
years ta come. 

In this anniversary year may l wish you aIl many miles of Alvis motor
ing and l look forward to seeing you at our various gatherings. 

Yours sincerely , 
K.R.DAY 
President . 

EDITOR'S NOTES 
David Michie tells me that Red T nangle are prepared to supplv one or two odd spares on a "sale or return" 

basis to those who wish to take them on the Tour of Britain. There would be a nominal charge for packing. 
Requests as 500n as possible , please. 

The last night party at Hereford on ] une 6th promises ta be a mernorable: one. There will be two bands, 
three bars, a (relatively) soundproof lounge, and high tea for the children (b.by-sitting arrangements fOI 
those staying at the Trust Houses). Admission only to those who return the booking form which went out 
in early May "": time limit for this is MAY 15TH, sa that the Tour Team can get the Tour, their cars and 
themselves sorted out in plenty of time for the start. 

Publicity of all kinds will be seen in newspapers, magazines and on television, and already a half-page 
article has appeared in the May issue of CAR magazine . W! shall be grateful if members will look out for 
articles and news staries, particularly in the local press, and send us cuttings for the archives. 

CORRECTION 
Philip Edbrook points out that the TA14 on the centre page of the 

March Bulleti n is in fact Albert Armitt's, and not Ron Buck's. Apologies 
all round. 

While we're on the subject of apologies , we feel Philip owes Bill 
Symons one for portraying him from such an unbecoming angle on page 13 of 
the same lss ue . Bill is really quite handsome, although not perhaps out of 
the Steve McQueen mould. 

5.00 X 20 TYRES 
We understand from Dunlop that the mould for .5.00 x 20 tyres (which 

are fitted to Alvis cars made up to 1933) has had to be scrapped, but that 
.urgent action i s bei ng taken ta replace i t. 

TC21 PISTONS 
Following a l etter from Mr.Rodney v. Garratt in the March iss ue of 

the Bulletin which rather s uggested that Red Triangle do not carry stocks 
of oversi ze pistons for the TC21 model , Davirl ~1ichie asks me to say that 
they do in fact stock al.l oversizes up to +. 040" which was the maximum 
recommended by Alvi s . The priee of these pistons, complete with rings and 
gudgeon pins , i s ~5.7.0d. p.ac h exclusive of postage. 
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Dear Member, TO ALL MEMBERS FROM K.R.DAY 
It bas given me great pleasure to accept the invitation to become 

your next President ~ollowing my retirement as General Secretary last 
year. The honour which you have done me will enable me to continue ta 
work for the Club, the success of which bas been such a close interest of 
mine for Many years. 1 also look forward ta travelling around the country 
to meet as many of you as possible. 

As the first President to take office since production of the Alvis 
car ceased it is obvious tbat the Club's position has cbanged. Fortunate
ly, we are among the largest one make Clubs and every owner is aware of 
the fine services available from Red Triangle Autoservices Ltd. and from 
our two Spares Registrars. Tbanks to these organisations we are assured 
of spares and service but there is an undeniable trend towards reduced 
use of cars by members. Sorne restorations look as though they are going 
on for ever and too Many member~ travel to Club events in makes other 
tban Alvis. We must keep the Alvis name in front of the motoring public 
and a weIl turned-out car in use does more ta achieve this end than any 
other form of publicity. 

It is estimated that there are sorne 4,000 Alvis cars in existence 
and few pre-war ones will not be found in the A.O.C. or Register. It is 
essential that we encourage owners of post-war cars to join the A.O.C. 
and ta maintain their vehicles with the same enthusiasm as owners of pre
war cars. l appeal to aIl members who may bave suggestions as to how the 
A.O.C. can be made more attractive to these owners to get in touch with 
me. (31 Pennington Drive, Oatlands Chase, Weybridge, Surrey. Tel. Walton
on-Thames 25925). 

Members are giving fine support ta the Tour of Britain which Brian 
Ledwith and his team are organising, with 155 cars participating at the 
l ast cQunt. We do need maximum support at the st art in London and the 
finish in Coventry. Please resolve to attend these two occasions when we 
shall be very much on, show to the general public. The st art in London will 
be the scene of the largest gathering of Alvis cars in the capital ever 
and l appeal to you for your support. 

l should like to write a few words of appreciation about three 
OfficiaIs who have retired during the past months. 

John Brownbridge, number 53 on our register of members was one of 
that small band who kept the Club going in the early 1950's. John's Speed 
20 never missed an event and was almost certainly the only pre-war Alvis 
to compete in autocross meetings. Ten years ago John became our Chairman 
and for the last seven has been President. Besides running his own 
business he took a close interest in public affairs and is now Mayor of 
Keighley. He becomes a Past President of the Club and when bis arduous 
mayoral duties cease we hope to see more of him and to learn again of the 
activities of that notorious Alvis owner known to us aIl as Sam. l shall 
always be grateful to John for his wise advice and support in times of 
difficulty. 

Ray Spain, who re,tired last year from the Office of Bulletin Editor, 
gave an enormous amount of time and effort to the Club and many members 
owe him a considerable debt for the effort he gave as Technical Editor 
(Pre-Var Cars) in answering their queries. Based on his very considerable 
experience in rebuilding Alvis cars he wrote a Repair Manual which is in
valuable for those undertaking restorations. As Bulletin Editor from 
July 1963 to July 1969 he cont~ibuted numerous technical articles and, 
with myself, went through several bulletin production upheavals when it 
became necessary ta change printers or format. In the early days of the 
Club he was an active South Eastern Section Competition and Event organiser. 
1 always sighed a considerable sigh of relief when he accepted responsi
bility on the organisation of the driving tests at National Alvis Day. The 
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NEW MEMBERS 

We welcome the folJowing new members:-

Year & Engine Chassis 
Il Name Address Model No. No. 
Ostensson ,J ar] Stationsgatan. i4 l, 51091 1936 
4154 (OS) Langhem, Sweden. 3~1itre 13547 13105 
Heath,A.S.P. The Hollies, 1938 
4155 (M) Thrussi~gton, Leics. Sp.25 15062 14578 

Pawson,W. 'rwalney", Trent Raad, 1937 
4156 (N) Foulridge, Nr.Calne, Cst. 

Lanes. Eagle 14167 13747 

Robertsan,T.F. Cowley Moor House, 1949 
4157(SW) Tiverton, Devon. TA14 
Casey,P.A. 114 Hastings Raad, 1964 
4158 (SE) Brarnley, Kent. TE21 27099 27099 
Woodhouse ,A.F. 3 Park Creseent, 1955 
4159 (SE) Chatham, Kent. TC21 25773 25773 
Si1ver,L.M. 14 Westrnore Drive, Mill 1964 
4160 (SE) Hill, London.N.W.7. TE21 27167 27167 
Gardner,E. "Bramley", Churchover, 1959 
4161 nt) Rugby, Warks. TD21 26135 26135 
Wilkinson,D.C. Buttercornbe Farrn, West 1948 
4162 (SW) Dawn, Ilfracornbe,Devon. TA14 22565 22565 
Reynolds,J.R. 92 Lincoln Road, 
4163 (M) Peterborough. 
Storsveen,S. Slalornvn 52, 1350 Lomme- 1938 
4164 (OS) dalen, Norway. SC Tourer 
Davies,G.B. 56 Park Raad, Werring- 1950 
4165 (M) ton,Stoke-on-Trent. TA14 23687 23687 
Sutton,C.J. The Stable Cottage, 1954 
41p6 (SE) Sibtan Park, Saxmundham, TC2l/100 

Suffolk. 25689 25689 
Harding,L. 102, Baverstoek Raad, 1936 
4167 (M) Druids Heath, 3t-

Birmingham. 14. litre 13586 13135 
Williams,G.F. 207,Joekey Raad, Sutton 1954 
4168 (M) Coldfield, Warks'. TC2l/100 

25555 25555 
Nagle,I. 22 Hunton Raad, 1951 
4169 (M) Erdington, Birmingham.23.TA21 23950 23950 

ENJOYED THIS ISSUE 
? 

It will be the last one vou 'lI recei;e - unless vou have renewed your 

SUBSCRIPTION! 
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Ree;.No. & 
C'work 
P7iïïOO 
Berte1 1i 
EYP938 
Cross&Ellis 
Tourer 

CRû 689 
Mayfair 
Limosine 

AVC5600 
P.Ward SaI. 
HRG341 
G.Lady SaI. 
CGT 777 B 
P.Ward SaI. 
90 FTV 
P.Ward SaI. 
JOF198 
Drophead 

TRF 898 
SaI . 4-door 
RBJ 504 
Saloon 

CWB 305 
Saloon 

OYE 808 
G. Lady SaI. 
JKW 90 
Saloon 



ALVI S OWNER CLUB 
Associated with the Royal Automobile Club 

Patrons: S. C. H. DAVIS and C. G. H. F. DUNHAM 

OFFICIAI.S 

President: K. R. Day Vice-President: L.V. Halliwell 

Counci!: E. P. Oakman (Chairman) , K. R. Day, A. G. Cain, 
N. D. Purday, B. Ledwith, Lt.-Cdr. B. H. Clinkard. 

Chairman: 
Treasurer: 
Public Relations Officer: 

Bulletin Editor and 
Competition Secretary: 

Membership Secretary: 

Section Secretaries: 
Scottish: 

Northern: 

Midland: 

South-Eastern: 

South-Western: 
American: 

Technica! Adviser:12/50 'sc 

Technical Adviser & Spares 
Registrar, 1932-39 cars: 

Technical Adviser & Spares 
Registrar, Post-War cars: 

Pre-War Car Registrar: 
Post-War Car Registrar: 
Club Insurance Brokers.· 

E. P. Oakman, 2 Cheyne Close, Gerrards Cross, Bucks. (Tel. 85890) 
A. G. Cain, 70 Mimms Hall Road,.Potters Bar, Herts. (Tel. 52981) 
N. D. Purday. The Shielings, Sunnyside Close, Balsall Corn mon. 

Nr. Coventry. (Tel. Berkswell 3005) 
B. Ledwith, 102 Abbots Park, London Road, St. Albans, Herts. 

(Tel. 62118) 
O. N. Trent, 73 Woodmansterne Road. Coulsdon, Surrey. 

(Tel. 01-660 8654) 

E. E. Gamley, 3 Laverockbaw.. Terrace. Edinburgh 5. 
(Tel. 031-552 2897 Home, 031-337 4038 Office) 

G. B. Chappell, 4 Wilson Close, Tarleton, Nr. Preston, Lancs. 

M. J. Cummins, Woodrow House, Woodrow, Chaddesley Corbett 
Worcs. (Tel: Chaddesley Corbett 309) 

M. H. Gallaher, 48 Egbert Gardens, Runwell, Wickford, Essex. 
(Tel. Office only - Grays Thurrock (0375 4744. ext 62) 

R. Whitfield, 36 Southland Park Road, Wembury, Nr. Plymouth. 
J. H. Grotz, 300 Kenney Street, Ridley Park, Pa., U.S.A. 
S. Fletcher, Oak Tree Cottage, Hasketon, Nr. Woodbridge, 
Suffolk. (Tel. Woodbridge 2574, map ref. 247581) 
Lt.-Cdr .. B. H. Clinkard, Pump Farrn, Assington, by Colchester 

Essex. (Tel. Bures 378) 
A. J . Buck, Kimberley Bungalow. Potter Street, Sible Hedingham, 

Essex. (Tel. Hedingham 135) 
C. Hutchinson, 1 Thurston Close, Unsworth, Bury, Lanes. 
D. Culshaw, 27 Whiteside Avenue, Hindley, Nr. Bury, Lancs. 
Messrs. C. Howard & Sons, 101 Leadenhall Street, London, E.C.3. 

(Tel. 01-283 4751) 
A. P. R. Noble, Laurence Philipps & Co. (Insurance) Ltd., 

l , Leadenhall Street, London, E.C.3. tel. 01-626 7811 

INSTRUCTION MANUALS AND PHOTOGRAPH ALBUMS 

(These may be borrowed by MEMBERS ONLY against a deposit, by cheque payable to A. O. C. 
which will be returned when the Manual Alp:um ÏS-returned. Please send seperate chèque'or P.O. 
to cover postage) 
Manuals (Deposit E3, postage 3/-): N. Whitton, 185 Wimbledon Park Road, London, S.W.18. 
Albums (Deposit E5, postage 15/-) A. R. Buck, Westfield, Leek Road, Stockton Brook, 

Bankers: 
Club Film Custodian: 
R. A. C. Associated Member

ship: 
Badges and back Bulletins: 

Stoke-on-Trent. 
Barclays Bank Ltd. Cherryhinton, Cambridge. 
South-Eastern Section Secretary (see above). 
Mrs. Wendy Gallaher (address as above). 

Membership Secretary (see above) 

(Car Badges il.l 0.0; Brooch and Button-hole Badges 51- Ties 1.1.0; Transfers 2/6d ; Key Rings 6/ - ; 
back Bulletms 1/6d. each). 

IMPORTANT NOTICES 

Ali material for the Bulletin must reach the Editor by the 15th of each month for 
inclusion in the fOllowing issue. Advertisements to reach the Editor by the 25th 
(THESE CANNOT BE ACCEPTED OVER THE TELEPHONE). Ali remittances 
should be made payable to the "ALVIS OWNER CLUB" and not to individuals. 

CHAIRMAN'S NOTES 

1 am sure all members will be delighted to learn that Ken Day accept 
ed the appointment of President at our recent Annuai General Meeting. 
Tributes were paid to Ken in an earlier issue, but if 1 could just say how 
pleased 1 am to see Ken's name featuring prominently at the head of the 
Club's officiaIs once again. 

John Brownbridge vevy gracDously agreed to stand down and 1 would 
like to publicly say thank you to John for all the work and effort he has 
put in for the good of the Club as a Northern Section me mb er, as Club 
Chairman and latterly as our President. John is at present Mayor of Keigh
ley and 1 know that he has had a very busy year but this has not prevented 
him from keeping in touch and journeying down to Coventry or London whe n
ever the nee d arose. 

Tour of Britain 
1 am sure Brian will have monopolised the Bulletin this month with 

full details of the Tour of Britain, stopping-off points, parties, dances , 
cavalcades, concours d'el egance, as well as the final arrangements being 
made in Coventry. It Just leaves me to ask you to show the flag by travell
ing to London on Sunday, 31st May to join the Tour at the start point 
even if only ta make an avenue of Alvis cars for the Tour members ta drive 
through. 

We would like ta have a cavalcade of sorne one hundred or sa Alvis 
cars leaving London on that memorial Sunday morning sa why not rnake an 
effort to join us. 

Section Alvis Days 
May l remind you that all Alvis members will be made extremely wel

come a t Northern, Midland and Scottish Alvis Days. Entry forms for both 
Northern and Midland will probably be included~ith this Bulletin and 
Section Secretaries would weI come your support. 

Midland Sprint 
1 am informed by Ralph Good that the Midland Sprint will be held at 

Gaydon, Warwickshire on Sunday, 20th September with a 9.30 a.m . start . 
Please note this date in your di a ry. Full details will appear in a 

later issue of the Bulletin. E.P.OAlO1AN. 

MIDLAND ALVIS DAY - 5th July 1970 
AlI members will find enclosed regulations and entry forms for this 

event and 1 do hope that you will all give us your support. Remember this 
is our Jubilee Year and it would be befitting to the Alvis Works if large 
numbers of cars turned up for this event. 

Those who have participated in previous years know what art enjoyable 
day it is and those who have not participated are missing a great deal of 
fun, excitement and a wonderful day, for not only Alvis owners but for 
their wives and children, so please come and join us. 

Lunch will be available at a ~1.0.0. per head and those requiring 
lunch will you please let me know by the 29th May so reservations can be 
made. Please complete the forms and enclose your rcmittance. 

l look forward to secing you aIl and l am sure we shall aIl have a 
very good time. - ~1.J .Cummins, Woodrow House, Woodrow , Chaddesley Corbett, 
Worc s . Tel. Chaddcsley Corbctt 309 . 



-

RED TRIANGLE 
AUTOSERVICES LIMITED 

Common Lane, Kenilworth, 
Warwickshire 

Telephone Kenilworth 57303 
Have taken over the entire stock of spares 
from Alvis Ltd. Coventry. 

With the approval of Alvis Ltd. they will 
continue to provide Spares and Servicing 
Facilities for ail Alvis Owners. 

PLEASE CONTACT: 

MR. DAVID MICHIE, Managing Director 
(formerly A/vis Service Manager) 

or 

MR. ROLA",:D SIM MONS 
(formerly A/vis Service Engineer) 

WE SPECIALISE IN MECHANICAL 

OVERHAULS AND TUNING ON 

ALL MODELS 

GOOD SPARES SERVICE AND 

SALES OF SECOND HAND VEHICLES 

CONTACT D. W. KITCHENER . D. G. T. RUSS ELL 

VINTAGE RACING CARS NORTHAMPTON LTD. 
DERBY ROAD GARAGE NORTHAMPTON . TELEPHONE ;- 32154 



TOLERTON & 
BURKE LTD. THE 

M.O. T. TESTING ST A TION SPECIALISTS 
Sa TORBAY STREET (off Hawley Road) 

LONDON, N.W.l Grangewood 8571 

EVENINGS & WEEKENDS GULliver 2165 

For your new o r 

second.hand Al vis, 

in fact, for anything 

connected with 

Consult 

M.O.T. TESTING STATION 

TAKE WORCESTER

HEREFORD ROAD ... 

CAIRNES MOTORS 
BROOKLANDS 

LEIGH 
WORCESTER 

Tel: LEIGH SINTON 418 
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ADmTISEMENTS FOR MAY.,. 1970 
Neither the Club nor the Gen.Secretary cab accept responsibility 

for the statements made in these advertsa It. is regretted that repeat 
insertions cannot be made unless they àre re-submitted in time for 
~he next issue. If hand-vTritten please USE 'BLOCK CAPITALS. The Se.c. 
reserves the right to delete non-essentialwords or to shorten if 
tao long. Adverts ta reach THE EDITOR not 1atar ~han 15th of the 
month for inclusion in thenext issue. Adv'erts must be accompanied 
by a remittance of 5/-(Members) and '7/6d~(Non-members) and made 
payable to ALVIS OWNER CLUB and sent'to:- B.LEDWITH, 102. Abbots Pk.,· 
~ondon Road, St. Albans, Barts o . 

---------------~-
FOR SALE. 
~A~14 DHC 19490 Recend bot Y rebui1d~ hood, tonneau & hood cover.Much 
recent mectlowork done inc10 re-ring, head rebuild, brakes etc o In 
excellent order thro'outo ~195.o.v.nooo Photo & full details sent to 
~ll enqs. HORROBIN,34'Langdale Rdo Bramhall, Cheshire SK7 lDL or 
'Phone 061-439-63050 
1935 SILVER EAGLE SportsSa1n065,000 M1s. Engine, steering, transmission, 
radiator, starter & brakes o'hauled, wheels rebuilto Body & int.excel
lent. ~4.50o BoNll..YLOR, 7 StoJames Mount, York', Y02. lELo ~elo. 2766~. 
1935 SILVER EAGLE sain. Daily use. Recentlyrefitted 'new' tyres, new 
battery, roof re-covered o 'Condition gd.throu~houto ~150. PIPON, 
Mill House, Forder, saltash, Cornwall, PL 12 HQHo 
1937 CRESTED El~GLE 3t 1tr 0 VoGa Mech. but body needs. sorne attention. 
f:200. A.DURNFORD 11, Tippetts Rdo, Kingswood., Br~.s.to,l .. T.e1. 676028. 
TAo 14 coufie & Saloon, engines u/s (bïg ends at lea,st") 0 Good for heavy 
spa l' eS (1 gd 0 condi ton )~CYI'~(Jr- eu t hus ia s tto--wor-k -OU o Dot h .t.owable 0 ;lJ;n·y----
use to anyone? Phone soon-Crewe 56397:·. OR Wl~TED:-One fair 'working 
TAo 14· engineo M.WoQUINE,7 Crofters Rdo Northwood,Middxo.. '. 
TÂo14 Sil.L.OON 1948. VoGo. mechocondit.ion & fit'tedTB.14 twin SoUoEngineo ' 
UpholoVoGo Bodywkofairly 's'ound but p~intwkopoor~ MOTo ~50. OL1'..F a.LUND, 
31, Yarningale Rdo,Kings Heath, BirminghamoTelo021-444-2100 (Evenings) 
19lf.8 T~o 14. 5 excellent tyres t 1 unused), s'uperb motor, 2 excelo gear 
boxes, steering components just replaced, Gdoupho1 but twisted chassis
sui ta ole for spares-dri veable j ust·!!" or towable ,f:30 Mil 00 T 0 1:..L80 
1954 TC.2l/l00 0 Engo& gearbox recent1y replaced by Red Triangle, Gdo 
boots, htro,radio, interior gd., GOQd 0.Po.~140.oQvonOoO C.R.GILBERT, 
The School Hseo ,Funtley, :B'areham, Hatlti:o Tel.Fareham 48"60 
T~021 DHCo 3 1tr. 1951. by Tickfordo 3 owners from new. Recent lined 
hpod. Well shod. Recently re-sprung. ~300 oonooo R.BRYER, 6 The Close, 
Winchestero Tel. 43920 
ID2 Ti~oa1 & 1254 TC 021/100 - both DHC.Tickford.o E'arlier model has bro
ken chassis, but new fibre glass wings & recently o'hauled eng.Suitable 
material in both cars for successful mergero ~175 the pairo L~ pair' 
of Po100 HElillLJ~S f:12 o.noo o C.O.FOLEY, Iona, The Homestead, Menston, 
I.lk1ey. T~lo Mension5241, (6-7 wk.dslsJ. . 
T.f\~.o21 1952 JagoB1ue Saln. M.O.T o Replacement engine, Fosuspension,Steer
iog, bumpers, RadoGrille, a11 atWorks 10,000 agoo Love1y caro No rust. 
Full O.P o Not used sUfficiently to keep. WeIl worth moneyo ~250o Would 
part exchange for Speed 25 or similar ~n VoGoconditon. _ Have cash avail~ 
ableo NoMcCready, Jacobs Farm, Heybridge, Maldon Essex. 3395. 
1961 TD.21 Dk.Blueo Manual G/B and wire wheels. Gdoalll round conditio'n, 
& performance up to specno~475o DoJ.E.JARROLD, 210 aastl~ Street, 
Portchester, Hantso Tel.o Cosham 703750 . (Cont'd. 'overleaf) 



FOR Sl'J,Eo 
~ . TCol08GoGR1~BER CONVERTIBLEo Total M1ge062,000o Complete O'haul for 
over f 00 Eng.,clutch; suspension, brakes); new battery, nev tyres, 
(MichoX's)o Body, _upholSo,earpets, throme in perfect condo Wire wheelso 
This car is in all otiginal & exeelloorder o Fu~l historY7 2 owners, 
for 7 y-rso Gra1:?er's own càro :e850 if bought in Switzerlandolf desired, 
car canbe brought· te 'GtoBri t 0 during Whitsuno i.lexander Ro ROHR, PhoDo, 
Gurzelngas~e 13, 4500 Solothurn, Switzerlando . 
TD 021?Dec.lj59 o iloutomati~ PkoWard Salno Red o Weburto Sun Roof .•. Good 
upholsoCgrey , Constant u'seo MOToSepto '700 ~370 000 000 Seen 36,Sto 
Martin's Stamford, Lineso (Tel03406) or by arrangemto at Potters Bar, 
Herts 0 or Coventry area 0 (MoF .11..ENGLISH) 0 
1959 TD0210 MOTo& Taxed. Clutch & exhaust system new this yro Brakiog 
system 0 1 hau1ed last yearo là.veomileage last 3 yrso 1000 poao Body needs 
DoloYoeothusiasto Therefore realistie priee i2000.EoqsoBEMBRIDGE (I.DoW) 
28180' ~ . 
1963 TD02l Series II Sa-lno DkoGreen'o ' Beige hideo Manual o Radio, .''lire 
wheelso Vonlee eonditon. :C700 oonooo 'NEi'WJ\LL, 68 Drayton Gdns o, London 
S.W.IOo (TeloOl-3?O-1060) . 

'. 

S.PEED 25 chassis & attendant bits &. p'~eee~o. WHITE (Tel~ Rusper 307) 
ll.LL TRIM, Sliding'roof, headlining, rear carpet? two sets doors and 
seats, --ALL FOR GREY U~DY Sa1no, and ALL:in' or~gogrey materials and in 
excellent aonditionoCheap to buyer.who collectso R.P.GILBERT, 27a, 
Kenilworth.Rdo,Leamington Spa, Warkso Tel0273470 
SB.SPEED 20 -Chassis frame with F/suspension~ R/axle less diffo,Block 
& crank, t sh,afts, hubs, brake drums. & shoes ~ knockons.,. steerigg box 
with_wheel etc •. 12/50 ~.-_ F/axle complete with brakes, R/axle with brakes 
less diffo, Bad & s~ell.(both repairable), steering b~x & wheel, road 
wheels & engine bits & pcs.· FIREBIRD ~ Chassis, F.& rear axles complete 
Rdosprings, steering box & trackrods,petrol tank, hubs, gearbox, eng o 
dismantled etc o' 11.L80 a c.omplet~ rolling chassis in running order with 
Bonnet, Rad 0 &instrurilentso CRESTED EIlGLE - Front wings, bell housing 
& clutch & F/suspension for Til/TB 25.C1630~ BPEE!) 25 _-~ead- with new
guide.s-&-s-ea~~-r-ec-ut ,---st-e-el'in-g 'box, gearbox, hubs, brake drums & shoes, 
& inlet manifold with earbso Tj~.21 - Rado& shell (VoGo) head with new 
guides & seats recut, engine l~ss head with gd.crank, J1LSO gearbox, 
dynamo:& starter motaro Te~o02l-772-2655 or write(8.i~.E please) 
TILLINGH1~ ST .G.ù.Rl~GE, Sparkbrook, .Birmingham 12. 

WùNTEDo 

W.ô.NTED URGENTLY' to complete restoration 0 Radiator core cap' & shell for 
1935 FIREBIRD ~ (Firefly would belp)oPlease write stating condition & 
price- D~VIDJoHERBEÈT, 33 Sandrock Rdo, Wallasey, Chesho(O,l-639-7603) 
Mon.Tues. Wed or ThursoevenlDgs~' .' 
Wi~TËD URGENTLY - Magneto bridge p~~ce for 34'$Bo Sp~20, ~LSO change
over switch mounti~g brecketo FOR Sl~E, CHElIoP' - Incomplete triple. 
8 0 .UI s (rear starter carb~)" Silver Eagle 'original hanqbooko .u.dvice from 
10cal.Sp 020 owners on rebuild very welcomeo DoHELLI\ŒLL, 1 Sandhi,lls l~veq 
Blackpool. 1 

W,,~NTED SPEED 20. 11ny open car consid-eredo Please send details. to: 
HORROBIN, 34 Langdale·-Road, Bramha11 7 Cheshire, SK7 lDL. 
Wi4NTED- SPEED 20, -SPEED 2t or 4'oi litreo l~ny.typefor restoration or 
fair car eonsidiredo 00 P 0 ~;tJND," 3 Yarningale Rd. ,Kings Heath, 
Birmingham 140 -( 021--444-2100) ~ Evening s) 0 




